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The  newspaper  carried  a story  awhile  back  of  an  1 1 year  old  boy 
who  was  kept  in  a wooden  box  by  his  step-grandmother,  because 
she  feared  he  was  brain  damaged.  The  boy  was  found  to  be 
mentally  normal. 

When  I read  the  story  in  the  October  10th  issue  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Inquirer,  I almost  started  to  cry.  What  an  ignominious  way 
to  live!  How  has  that  poor  child’s  pysche  been  damaged?  What 
will  happen  to  him  in  later  life?  The  whole  thing  gave  me  pause 
to  consider  my  life. 

As  I thought  about  that  child,  I realised  that  I,  too,  at  one  time, 
lived  in  a box.  My  box  was  made  from  a variety  of  woods;  bigotry, 
racism,  sexism  and  parochialism  were  a few.  The  nails  holding 
it  all  together  were  fear,  loathing,  ignorance  and  despair.  The 
wood  was  supplied,  without  charge,  by  the  world  around  me  and 
I pounded  those  self-made  nails.  Yes,  my  box  was  nailed  shut 
from  the  inside.  I hid  the  real  me  in  that  box  for  almost  32  years. 
The  person  that  walked  through  the  world  was  only  a facade,  a 
shadow-person  built  out  of  other  people's  expectations.  Then  one 
day  something  happened.  The  nails  made  of  ignorance  started  to 
rust  away.  They  were  soon  followed  by  those  of  fear. 

Eventually,  the  nails  were  all  gone  and  first  one  side  then  the 
other  fell  away  from  my  box.  I let  free  the  real  me.  I faced  the 
world  for  the  first  time  and  realised  that  I could  be  my  own 
person.  I could  have  original  thoughts  and  feelings.  I was  not  a 
puppet  to  be  controlled. 

I knew  I could  do  almost  anything  I set  my  mind  to  and  that, 
ultimately,  I could  control  my  life.  The  key  was  acceptance  of 
myself  and  acceptance  of  the  responsibility  for  my  actions.  I 
understood  that  there  is  a basic  human  dignity  within  everyone 
and  that  dignity  deserves  respect.  I resolved  never  to  apologize  to 
anyone  for  being  me.  And,  I would  consider  carefully  any  criticism 
of  others. 

So,  how  many  of  you  are  still  living  in  your  own  boxes?  Isn’t  it 
about  time  for  you  to  start  pulling  the  nails  free?  Isn’t  is  about 
time  for  you  to  kick  the  boards  loose?  And,  isn’t  it  about  time  for 
you  to  face  the  world  and  yourself  with  the  truth? 

There  are  no  barriers  except  those  you  erect  yourself,  so  tear 
them  down.  Look  in  the  mirror  and  say  to  yourself,  “I  have  the 
final  control  and  responsibility  for  my  life.”  Then  believe  it  and 
get  on  with  the  rest  of  your  life.  The  past  is  immutable,  so  why 
worry  over  what  cannot  be  changed?  Look  forward  to  the  future 
and  new  goals.  You  will  be  amazed  at  how  much  you  can 
accomplish  if  you  will  only  believe  in  yourself. 

There  is  no  one  in  this  world  more  deserving  of  your  respect 
than  yourself.  For,  if  you  cannot  respect  yourself,  how  can  you 
possibly  respect  anyone  else?  And,  how  will  you  ever  break  out 
of  your  box  before  you  mentally  suffocate? 

3 o Ann  %o Berts  - - 
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PROFILE 


NAME:  Debbie  Brooks 
AGE:  35 

PROFESSION:  Entertainer 
RESIDENCE:  Dallas 
BIRTH  PLACE:  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
HEIGHT:  6'2" 

WEIGHT:  165  Lbs. 

MEASUREMENTS:  40-29-38 
SHOE  SIZE:  11 

FAVORITE  SHOE  STYLE:  Classic  4"  Pump 
FAVORITE  PERFUME:  Georgio. 

FAVORITE  MOVIE:  Out  of  Africa. 

FAVORITE  MUSIC:  Classic  60s  Rock  &Roll. 

FASHION  STYLES:  Trendy  for  evening  and 
very  casual  for  daytime. 

FAVORITE  PLACE:  Grand  Cayman  Island. 

IDEAL  EVENING:  Indulging  the  senses  with  an  intimate 
picnic  on  a moon-drenched  tropical  beach  with  someone 
special. 


CPfioios  of  TfeSSie  OBrooJis 


TURN-ONS:  Happy  and  exciting  people;  summertime; 
flowers;  sleeping  late;  smiling  faces. 

TURN-OFFS:  Phoney,  inconsiderate,  self-absorbed  people; 
cold  weather;  being  sick. 


Lady  Like:  You  travel  a lot.  What  is 
your  favorite  city  for  going  out 
dressed  and  what  is  your  favorite 
place  there? 

Debbie:  I have  been  very  fortunate  to 
visit  many  cities  across  America  and 
have  discovered  some  really  fun  and 
exciting  places  just  about  every- 
where I go.  Even  though  New  York 
is  one  of  my  mor q frequent  destina- 
tions, I can  get  just  as  excited  about 
a trip  to  Miami,  or  Atlanta,  or  LA,  or 
San  Francisco,  or  Seattle  etc, 
etc. .. .get  the  picture?  B ut  hey , Dallas 
is  a great  fun  spot  too  with  some 
really  enjoyable  places  and  people! 
When  in  New  York  though,  I highly 
recommend  a visit  to  Oh  Johnnies  on 


14th  Street  at  8th  Ave.  This  upscale 
establishment  is  well  known  for  the 
warm  and  caring  owners  and  staff. 
They  serve  great  food  and  present  a 
variety  of  wonderful  entertainment. 

LL:  Is  there  any  real  difference  in 
the  social  acceptability  of  dressing  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  country? 
DB:  I would  say  that  depends  on 
your  state  of  mind.  If  you  have  truly 
crossed  over  that  elusive  psychologi- 
cal bridge  to  femininity,  then  you  are 
very  likely  to  be  accepted  as  a 
woman  regardless  of  your  birth  gen- 
der. Combined  with  a tasteful  and 
sensible  blend  of  clothing,  grooming 
and  behavior,  you  can  go  virtually 


anywhere  or  do  anything  that  any 
other  woman  can  do — it’s  all  in  your 
head!  Conversely  though,  if  you 
present  yourself  in  public  as  a nerv- 
ous man  parading  around  in 
women’s  clothing,  you  are  virtually 
destined  to  encounter  some  type  of 
harassment  in  practically  any  part  of 
the  country. 

Although  I am  6 ’2"  tall,  there  are 
plenty  of  women  in  the  world  who 
are  also  my  size.  And,  it’s  a fact  that 
tall  women  just  naturally  draw  atten- 
tion wherever  they  go.  Like  most  tall 
women,  I expect  to  attract  closer 
scrutiny  simply  because  I stand 
above  the  crowd.  However,  I have 
no  reluctance  to  go  anywhere,  at  any 
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time,  or  do  anything  that  I please — 
either  day  or  night,  because  no  matter 
what  anyone  may  think  or  say,  I am  a 
WOMAN!  I live,  breath,  sleep  and 
dream  femininity  every  day  no  matter 
how  I may  look  or  dress  at  any  given 
time.  I am  totally  secure  that  my  self 
esteem  and  confidence  puts  any  po- 
tential critics  on  notice  that  either  I am 
exactly  what  I appear  to  be  (i.e.:  a tall 
attractive  lady  who  must  be  a model) 
or  that  I really  MIGHT  be  what  I 
appear  to  be,  so  why  bother... 

LL:  You  and  I met  through  a Com- 
puter Bulletin  Board  (BBS).  What 
gender  BBSs  do  you  frequent  and  how 
often  ? Have  you  met  many  other  girls 
this  way? 

DB:  I love  modem  technology.  When 
I bought  my  first  computer,  I had 
absolutely  no  idea  that  the  same  de- 
vice which  allowed  me  to  dispense 
with  my  typewriter,  calculator,  draft- 
ing tools,  filing  cabinets  and  chess 
board  would  ultimately  reveal  to  me 


an  incredible  society  of  other  people 
like  myself.  By  combining  the  use  of 
a modem  with  the  computer,  I dis- 
covered a new  world  through  an 
assortment  of  gender-related  BBSs 
across  the  country. 

I feel  fortunate  to  be  a part  of 
these  BBSs  and  in  addition  to  meet- 
ing you,  I have  met  dozens  of  other 
wonderful  new  friends,  exchanged 
addresses,  photos  and  even  met 
some  of  them  in  person!  Although 
gender- related  BBSs  exist  in  many 
major  cities,  I mostly  frequent  a 
board  called  JSS  which  is  located  in 
New  Jersey.  Since  I visit  New  Y ork 
frequently,  it  is  a great  source  of 
current  local  events  for  planning  my 
trip  and  activities. 

(Editor’s  note:  Some  gender  ori- 
ented BBS  phone  numbers  and  log- 
on procedures  are  located  in  the 
Resource  section  of  this  issue ) 

LL:  / know  that  you  correspond 


with  a lot  of  sisters  and  now  you  have 
your  own  column  in  a national 
monthly  publication.  How  do  you 
handle  all  of  the  mail?  How  many 
letters  do  you  write  each  month? 
DB:  Well,  I don’t  like  to  sound  like 
a broken  record,  but  there  is  just  no 
way  that  I could  keep  up  with  all  of 
the  ever-growing  correspondence 
without  my  trusty  word  processor  on 
my  computer.  I am  always  thrilled  to 
make  new  acquaintances  through  the 
mail,  and  I currently  average  about 
150  letters  monthly  to  cherished 
friends  from  all  over  the  world.  Al- 
though each  letter  contains  any 
number  of  paragraphs  addressing  a 
personal  response  to  individual  in- 
quiries and  issues,  I use  the 
computer’s  convenient  cut-n-paste 
feature  to  include  precomposed  lines 
pertaining  to  a variety  of  topics  and 
perspectives — each  of  which  is  new 
and  relevant  to  every  reader.  It  cer- 
tainly saves  me  a lot  of  time  and 
enables  me  to  maintain  what  would 
otherwise  be  an  impossible  volume 
of  correspondence.  I still  frequently 
write  many  personal  letters.  But, 
with  my  frequent  travel  and  demand- 
ing schedule,  I can  more  easily  share 
repetitious  information  with  a lot  of 
people  and  not  have  to  rewrite  the 
same  thing  over  and  over. 

LL:  Your  ambitions  include  model- 
ing and  acting.  What  experiences 
have  you  had  so  far,  and  what  other 
kind  of  work  have  you  done? 

DB:  I was  caught  totally  off  guard 
when  offered  my  first  modeling  job 
one  night  in  New  York  as  I was 
relaxing  with  some  friends  in  a club 
over  drinks.  A man  and  his  wife 
approached  me,  and  began  to  com- 
pliment me  on  my  appearance.  He 
informed  me  that  he  was  a jewelery 
designer  and  that  the  models  he  had 
used  in  the  past  for  his  catalog  really 
didn’t  have  the  right  neck  for  a line  of 
chokers  that  he  had  created.  He  flat- 
tered me  with  his  compliments  about 
my  long  neck,  and  he  and  she  both 
wanted  to  know  if  I would  be  inter- 
ested in  modeling  some  of  his  jewel- 
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ery  for  his  new  catalog!  Now  was 
that  a compliment  or  what?  I returned 
to  the  Big  Apple  four  months  later 
and  did  the  shoot  complete  with  a 
personal  makeup  artist,  hairstylist 
etc.  That’s  what  got  me  started  in 
modeling  and  I really  love  it. 

I also  had  a brief  stint  as  a cocktail 
waitress.  That’s  an  experience  that 
every  woman  should  have!  It’s  hard 
work,  but  truly  a wonderful  boost  for 
a lady’s  ego! 

LL:  What  is  the  worst  or  scariest 
thing  that  ever  happened  to  you? 
DB:  One  night  a friend  had  arrived  to 
pick  me  up  at  my  motel  room  for  a 
night  on  the  town.  It  was  raining  that 
night  which  is  always  very  unpleas- 
ant. After  spending  countless  hours 
with  hair  and  cosmetics  it  is  very 
depressing  to  have  it  all  ruined  in  a 
few  short  moments  of  exposure  to 
bad  weather. 

Well,  I wrapped  up  in  my  fur 
trimmed  coat,  huddled  under  my 
umbrella  and  proceeded  quickly  to 
the  car.  As  we  pulled  out  of  the  motel 
parking  lot,  I was  very  excited  about 
the  evening  of  fun  and  was  anticipat- 
ing all  the  places  we  would  go  and 
things  that  we  would  do.  We  weren’t 
five  minutes  away  when  I discovered 
I couldn’t  find  my  purse.  Suddenly 
an  awful  feeling  came  over  me  of 
shock  and  despair.  I quickly  sur- 
mised that  it  had  fallen  from  my  arm 
onto  the  parking  lot  in  my  haste  to 
enter  the  car.  By  the  time  we  had 
returned  to  search  for  it,  someone 
had  apparently  found  it  and  disap- 
peared with  it.  Depression  settled  in 
deeper  as  I realized  I had  lost  my 
driver’s  license,  a Visa  Card,  almost 
a hundred  dollars  cash,  a pair  of  pre- 
scription glasses,  my  favorite  pair  of 
sunglasses,  countless  dollars  of  cos- 
metics, but  more  importantly — my 
room  key! 

Can  you  imagine  what  I was  feel- 
ing at  that  point?  It  occurred  to  me 
that  not  only  could  I not  get  back  into 
my  room,  but  whoever  had  my  bag 
couldl  Now,  I found  myself  faced 
with  some  very  unpleasant  choices. 


After  carefully  evaluating  all  of  my 
options  and  their  implications,  I 
decided  the  only  logical  course  of 
action  was  to  go  to  the  lobby,  explain 
the  situation  to  the  desk  clerk,  hope 
that  he  would  be  reasonable  and  issue 
me  another  key. 

So,  I approached  the  desk  and  told 
the  clerk,  “I’m  locked  out  of  my 
room,  and  could  I please  have  an- 
other key?”  He  asked  me  to  wait  as 
he  checked  the  register.  Can  you 
imagine  my  thoughts  when  he  re- 
plied to  me  that  he  was  sorry,  but 
there  was  a man  who  was  staying  in 
that  room  and  why  did  I want  a key!? 
Well,  after  quickly  considering  the 
alternatives,  I explained  to  the  guy 
that  I was  a female  impersonator  who 
was  on  my  way  to  work  at  a club  in 
Manhattan,  and  that  I,  indeed,  was 
really  one  and  the  same  person  that 
occupied  the  room. 

Well,  I have  to  tell  you  that  this 
guy’s  jaw  just  sort  of  dropped  open 
as  he  stared  at  me!  I really  think  that 


I must  have  been  the  first  transgen- 
dered  person  that  he  had  ever  seen. 
He  asked  me  to  prove  my  story  and  I 
told  him  that  it  would  be  rather  diffi- 
cult since  my  ID  was  in  my  lost 
purse.  (Looking  back  now  I find 
myself  tickled  over  the  whole  epi- 
sode! But  it  was  scary  at  the  time.) 

Fortunately,  I had  some  other  ID 
in  my  room  and  also  some  pictures  of 
Debbie.  He  arranged  for  a night 
watchman  to  let  me  into  the  room  but 
only  after  I promised  to  bring  back 
the  pictures  and  ID  to  prove  I was 
who  I claimed  to  be.  So,  I did.  He  still 
seemed  in  shock,  however,  as  he 
compared  the  photos  and  glanced 
back  at  me.  Sometime  during  all  this 
I realized  that  he  had  initially  ac- 
cepted me  unquestionably  as  a 
woman.  I guess  through  his  behavior 
he  also  had  paid  me  the  ultimate 
compliment.  I just  wish  it  had  been 
under  less  adverse  circumstances. 

It  was  amusing  though,  how  I was 
treated  throughout  the  remainder  of 
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my  stay.  Every  employee  at  the 
motel  must  have  heard  the  story.  I 
got  lots  of  smiles  and  winks  as  I’m 
sure  it  was  hot  gossip  about  the  “girl” 
in  134! 

LL:  What  is  the  craziest  thing  that 
you  ever  did? 

DB:  One  night  I had  been  out  for  a 
few  drinks  to  Oh  Johnnies  and  since 
the  club  was  not  very  busy,  I decided 
to  look  for  some  fun  somewhere  else. 
I had  been  on  6th  Ave  and  57th  Street 
earlier  in  the  week  and  had  seen  a 
dress  shop  called  Miss  Brooks.  I 
thought  that  it  might  make  a great 
backdrop  for  a photo  session  so  I 
decided  to  check  it  out  at  night  when 
the  traffic  wouldn’t  be  so  bad.  I 
arrived  in  the  area  and  parked  and 
began  to  walk  the  block  or  so  to 
where  it  was  located.  To  my  surprise, 
the  place  was  crawling  with  very 
attractive,  high  class  hookers.  Many 
were  dressed  very  nicely  in  beautiful 
dresses  and  furs  (unlike  the  hot  pants 
and  trashy  attire  of  the  girls  in  lower 
Manhattan)  and  some  were  very 
friendly. 

I noticed  my  reflection  in  some  of 
the  store-front  windows  and  realized 
that  I looked  pretty  good  that  night 
myself.  I marveled  at  how  they 
watched  me.  I wondered  if  they  saw 
a guy  in  drag  or  just  another  competi- 
tor. Who  knows,  maybe  both!  I also 
considered  the  fact  that  they  might 
have  thought  I was  an  undercover 
vice  cop!  Now,  can  you  picture  this 
scenario? 

Well,  anyway,  I seized  the  im- 
pulse and  quickly  decided  that,  to- 
night, I was  going  to  be  a hooker!  I 
never  had  any  intention  of  turning  a 
real  trick,  but  I really  wanted  to  expe- 
rience the  feeling.  So,  I stood  out 
there  with  the  other  girls  and  waved 
at  guys  in  cars  and  was  even 
propositioned  a number  of  times!  I 
really  enjoyed  some  of  the  girls  who 
became  friendly  with  me.  We  talked 
about  turning  tricks  and  what  a slow 
night  it  was.  One  girl  asked  me  if  I 
had  any  perfume  with  me  to  which  I 
replied  ,“yes”  and  proceeded  to 


spray  some  on  her....(Georgio  of 
course!). 

As  I was  walking  the  block,  I 
decided  to  duck  into  a small  local 
coffee  shop  and  relax  for  a while  with 
a cup  of  coffee.  It  was  one  of  those 
places  where  you  go  through  a line 
and  order  what  you  want,  pay  at  the 
register,  and  then  proceed  to  a table 
or  seat.  I got  my  coffee  and  located  a 
table.  About  that  time  the  manager 
came  over  and  told  me  that  I could 
not  stay  in  the  shop  and  that  I would 
have  to  drink  my  coffee  outside ! This 
seemed  very  puzzling  to  me.  I soon 
realized  that  this  policy  existed  be- 
cause of  all  the  pros  working  the 
area — and  they  were  not  allowed  to 
linger  in  the  shop!  You  see,  they 
were  treating  me  just  like  any  other 
hooker,  who  apparently,  were  not 
very  welcome  there!  Talk  about  dis- 
crimination! Well,  forme,  it  actually 
was  the  ultimate  compliment,  which 
is  how  I took  it. 

LL:  You  are  a very  striking  woman. 
How  do  you  handle  advances  from 
men?  From  women? 

DB:  Thanks  for  the  compliment. 
Regrettably,  my  size  intimidates 
some  people.  However,  I have  been 
blessed  with  soft  skin,  good  facial 
bone  structure  and  a subtly  andro- 
genous  appearance.  I have  discov- 
ered that  men  are  often  attracted  to 
me,  and  I am  truly  flattered.  After  all, 
what  better  compliment  and  reassur- 
ance could  a woman  receive?  I have 
been  wined  and  dined,  pampered  and 
seduced. 

However  since  I honestly  prefer 
intimate  relationships  with  females 
(emotionally,  publicly  and  pri- 
vately), I rarely  feel  any  physical 
attraction  to  the  male  friends  and 
acquaintances  that  I’ve  developed 
over  the  years.  The  simple  truth  is  I 
really  have  little  interest  in  perpetu- 
ating that  type  of  relationship. 

I do  enjoy  the  flattery  and  atten- 
tion. And,  I never  feel  uncomfortable 
or  threatened  by  male  advances  or 
propositions.  I am  delighted  to  ac- 
cept drinks  and  sometimes  I even 


accept  dinner  dates.  I do  however, 
like  to  let  a guy  know  where  he  stands 
upfront.  At  that  point  many  will  drift 
on.  Some  don’t  and  I have  met  many 
wonderful  new  friends  that  way. 
Actually,  my  most  treasured  male 
friends  are  the  ones  where  we  have 
discovered  and  shared  common 
interests  aside  from  gender/sexual- 
related  considerations. 

Women  on  the  other  hand , seem  to 
be  truly  fascinated  with  me.  I can’t 
explain  it,  but  I frequently  attract 
female  attention  wherever  I go — and 
I really  love  it!  Tney  often  flirt  with 
me.  They  proposition  me.  They  al- 
ways ask  a jillion  questions.  One 
even  offered  to  hire  me  to  do  her 
makeup!  Another  simply  wanted  to 
suck  my  toes!  I think  that  because  of 
their  life-long  social  interaction  with 
other  women,  and  their  familiarity 
with  the  clothing  and  makeup  etc., 
women  are  less  likely  to  feel  of- 
fended— as  they  don’t  have  any 
crazy  macho  ego  to  protect.  Actually 
on  the  contrary,  some  have  an  almost 
innocent  natural  curiosity  about  how 
a person  can  be  so  representative  of 
the  finer  qualities  of  both  sexes. 

LL:  Are  you  a daytime  or  nighttime 
person  or  both? 

DB:  I am  definitely  a night-owl!  I 
don’t  have  any  vampirish  tendencies 
(although  Elvira  and  I would  defi- 
nitely make  a great  team)  but  I have 
a proclivity  to  sleep  most  of  the  day 
and  then  come  alive  and  go  on  the 
prowl  after  dark.  I love  to  party  till  all 
hours  and  I frequently  watch  the 
sunrise  before  retreating  to  the  secu- 
rity and  sanctity  of  my  warm  bed.  I 
used  to  worship  the  sun  and  had  a 
great  tan  each  summer.  But  now  I 
prefer  to  avoid  exposure  all  together 
as  my  skin  has  become  luxuriously 
pale  and  white. 

LL:  What  is  your  favorite  fantasy? 
DB:  Ok,  you  asked... 

/ am  standing  in  a cold,  dimly  lit, 
lonely  room.  I am  a bit  frightened  as 
I hear  the  eerie  sultry  laugh  of  the 
dark  mysterious  lady.  She  suddenly 
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seems  to  fade  away  into  a strange 
dense  fog  that  vanishes  almost  as 
quickly  as  it  had  appeared.  I am 
holding  a small  black  iron  kettle 
containing  a curious  variety  of  pow- 
ders, roots  and  what  appears  to  be 
leaves.  By  accepting  it,  I have  sealed 
my  commitment  to  her... 

Later  that  evening,  I fill  the  kettle 
about  half  full  of  water  and  gently 
boil  it  over  a medium  fire  for  several 
hours  as  instructed.  The  brew  pro- 
duces an  unusual  semi  sweet,  yet 
somewhat  offensive  odor.  I am  sur- 
prisingly intoxicated  by  the  aroma. 
The  smell  causes  me  to  feel  very 
mellow  and  dizzy.  I begin  to  experi- 
ence strange  rushes  of  warmth  cen- 
tered in  my  chest  and  genital  area  and 
then  rippling  through  my  body  ex- 
tremities. After  allowing  the  mixture 
to  steep  and  cool,  I sip  the  strained 
liquid  until  I have  totally  consumed 
it.  It  has  a thick  smooth  consistency, 
almost  like  honey.  But  the  flavor  was 
more  like  a pungent  oriental  sauce.  I 
realize  now  that  there  is  no  turning 
back  as  I slide  under  the  covers  for 
the  night  and  quickly  slip  into  a deep 
comatose  state. 

Miraculously,  like  that  of  a cater- 
pillar in  a cocoon,  an  incredible 
metamorphosis  occurs  overnight 
and  my  life  changes  forever... 

My  eyes  open  as  the  first  glisten- 
ing early  morning  rays  of  the  warm 


sun  begin  to  glow  around  me.  I sense 
a feeling  of  refreshment  and  vitality 
and  then  suddenly  notice  my  hands. 
They  are  very  light  in  color  and  seem 
to  be  quite  smaller  than  I remember 
them.  But  most  noticeably,  they  are 
very  soft  and  smooth  and  my  finger- 
nails are  long  and  perfectly  mani- 
cured with  a pleasing  red  color. 

I quickly  come  to  my  senses.  I feel 
very  strange  and  differently  than  I 
ever  have  felt  before.  I throw  back 
the  covers  and  delightfully  behold  an 
incredible  miracle.  My  breasts  have 
grown  to  impressive  dimensions. 
They  are  pert  and  firm,  and  are 
adorned  with  very  large  pointed 
nipples  that  measure  almost  three 
inches  across.  They  are  heaving 
noticeably  with  each  of  my  ever  in- 
creasing excited  breaths. 

Strange,  as  I jump  out  of  bed  and 
race  to  the  full  length  mirror  in  the 
bathroom,  I immediately  am  aware 
that  I have  shrunk  in  height.  Oh  my, 
I bet  I am  no  taller  than  five  foot 
seven!  It  seems  quite  impossible 
since  I lettered  as  a six  foot  two 
football  star  two  years  in  a row.  I step 
on  the  scales  and  am  shocked  to  see 
the  pointer  stop  at  1 15  pounds! 

I am  overwhelmed  as  I look  into 
the  mirror.  Staring  back  at  me  is  the 
most  incredibly  beautiful  woman 
that  I have  ever  seen.  Perfectly 
shaped  smooth  legs,  creamy  white 


flawless  thighs  with  curvy  hips  and 
an  unbelievably  small  waist.  My  feet 
are  so  small!  My  white  dainty  toes 
are  capped  with  perfectly  manicured 
red  nails,  and  my  feet  appear  to  be 
about  a size  6! 

As  I pull  the  cascades  of  long 
wavy  blonde  hair  away  from  my 
face,  I look  closely  into  the  mirror  as 
I can’t  believe  my  flawlessly  pale 
feminine  complexion.  My  fingers 
slowly  trace  the  lines  of  my  soft 
smooth  face  as  I convince  myself  that 
surely,  this  must  be  a dream!  My 
small  turned  up  nose  is  strategically 
centered  between  two  bright  beauti- 
ful blue  eyes  that  are  seductively 
rimmed  with  perfectly  contoured 
brows.  Oh,  I can’t  believe  my  pouty 
high  cheekbones  and  shiny  red  full 
lips.  I am  smiling  now  as  I am  so 
overwhelmed.  I can’t  imagine  how 
my  teeth  became  so  beautifully  uni- 
form and  white! 

I continue  to  admire  myself  as  I 
turn  and  notice  my  round,  smooth 
and  sexy  bottom.  I can’t  believe  this! 
My  fingers  move  instinctively  to  my 
inner  thighs  and  yes,  oh  my  god,  it  is 
perfect.  I am  delirious  as  I realize 
that  I am  so  excited  my  vagina  is  very 
wet  and  is  actually  dripping  down 
my  inner  thigh.  I immediately  begin 
a thorough  intimate  exploration  and 
quickly  discover  a very  sensitive 
spot  that  sends  shock  waves  rippling 
through  my  body.  I concentrate  my 
touching  and  caressing  on  this  area  as 
my  sexy  body  quivers.  I am  moaning 
and  begin  to  cry  and  then  discover 
that  my  voice  has  become  very  high 
pitched!  As  I quietly  cry  out,  I am 
aware  of  how  soft  and  sensuous  my 
echoes  are!  Then  suddenly,  my  body 
bolts  and  I feel  more  intensive  waves 
of  very  warm  flushes  overcome  me 
as  I am  riveted  with  my  first  female 
orgasm.  Oh  my,  Oh  my,  THIS  IS 
REAL!  And  wow,  I never  remember 
feeling  this  much  intense  pleasure  as 
a man! 

Love  y’all,  Debbie  Brooks. 


9 


QirC  ‘Taflti 

with  JoAnn  Roberts 


Welcome  back  to  Girl 
Talk  for  our  second 
issue.  My  name  is 
JoAnn  Roberts,  author  of  “Art 
& Illusion:  Guide  To 

Crossdressing”  and  I’ll  be  an- 
swering your  questions  on  ma- 
keup, clothing,  and  any  other 
subject  you’d  like  to  discuss. 
Or,  if  you  just  need  to  talk  to 
another  sister,  write  to  me  at 
C.D.S.,  Box  1263,  King  of 
Prussia,  PA,  19406. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

No  matter  what  I do,  I still 
have  a beard  shadow.  I tried 
all  the  tricks  in  your  book, 
but  it  still  shows  up  in  pho- 
tos. Karin  H. 

Dear  Karin, 

You  probably  look  just  fine 
under  normal  lighting  condi- 
tions, but  the  intense  light 
from  the  flash  is  penetrating 
your  makeup.  Try  this  crazy 
sounding  idea,  but  it  will  work. 
After  you  use  moisturizer, 


spread  a bright  red  lipstick 
over  the  lower  part  of  your 
face.  Work  this  in  with  a 
sponge  and  remove  the  excess. 
Then  proceed  as  you  normally 
do  with  the  rest  of  your  ma- 
keup. The  red  wil  neutralize 
the  blue  from  your  beard 
shadow. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I know  what  size  heels  I 
wear,  but  when  I bought  flats 
in  that  same  size  they  didn’t 
fit.  What  is  wrong?  Janice  B. 

Dear  Janice, 

Your  foot  is  now  flat  on  the 
ground,  it’s  spread  out  more 
and  you  need  a wide  width  to 
compensate,  or  a half  size 
larger  if  you  can’t  find  the 
wide  width  you  need. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

What  is  the  difference 
between  hot  wax,  cold  wax 
and  a depilitory?  Ricki  W. 

Dear  Ricki, 

Hot  wax,  mostly  bee’s  wax, 
must  be  melted  before  it  can  be 
applied  to  body  hair.  This  is 
usually  done  in  a double  boiler 
or  a microwave.  Cold  wax 
undergoes  a solidification  re- 
action on  exposure  to  air.  Just 
squeeze  it  out  and  spread  it  on. 
Both  waxes  remove  hair  by 
mechanically  pulling  it  out  by 
the  roots.  A depiliatory  uses  a 
chemical  action  to  dissolve  the 
hair  at  the  root.  All  three  meth- 
ods are  about  equal. 


Dear  JoAnn, 

My  face  is  very  oily  and 
after  an  hour  or  so  I start  to 
shine.  Help!?  Wendi  P. 

Dear  Wendi, 

You  must  start  with  a mois- 
turizer that  is  made  for  oily 
skin.  This  will  help  kill  the 
shine  later  on.  Use  a founda- 
tion that  is  water  based.  Finish 
off  with  a loose  translucent 
powder  and  set  the  powder 
with  an  astringent  such  as  al- 
cohol or  witch  hazel.  Carry  a 
compact  of  “oil  control”  pow- 
der for  touch-ups. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I want  to  indulge  myself  in 
the  ultimate  feminine 
fantasy  by  having  sex  with  a 
man,  but  I am  worried  about 
AIDS.  What  precautions 
should  I take?  Cathy  P. 

Dear  Cathy, 

The  only  absolute  way  to 
protect  yourself,  if  you  are 
AIDS  antibody  negative  now, 
is  abstinence.  The  next  best 
way  is  to  practice  safer  sex 
with  a single  partner,  i.e.  a 
monogamous  relationship. 
Safer  sex  means  using  a con- 
dom, both  of  you  if  your  part- 
ner is  a male;  a latex  condom, 
with  a spermacide,  is  recom- 
mended by  the  experts.  A natu- 
ral skin  condom  is  almost  no 
protection  at  all.  Even  with  a 
condom,  anal  sex  is  not  en- 
couraged. There  are  just  too 
many  things  that  can  go 
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wrong.  I know  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  give  up  or  change  one’s 
sexual  pleasures,  but  think  of 
the  consequences  before  you 
act  out  of  passion.  If  you  think 
that  you  may  have  been  ex- 
posed to  the  AIDS  virus,  con- 
tact your  local  AIDS  hotline 
for  help.  AIDS  hotlines  are 
listed  in  your  phonebook. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

Have  you  ever  heard  of  a 
‘cold’  shave?  If  so,  what  is  it 
and  what  does  it  do?  Tina  P. 

Dear  Tina, 

The  idea  of  a ‘cold’  shave  is 
to  cause  the  beard  hair  to  ex- 
tend as  far  from  the  skin  sur- 
face as  possible.  It  starts  like 
any  other  shave,  soak  your 
face  in  the  hottest  water  pos- 
sible. This  softens  the  hairs 
and  opens  the  pores.  Before 
applying  lather,  plunge  your 
face  into  cold  water.  The 
colder  it  is  the  better.  This  will 
cause  the  skin  to  contract, 
forcing  the  hair  farther  above 
the  skin.  Lather  with  shave  gel 
immediately  and  begin  shav- 
ing. Re-wet  with  cold  water 
periodically  and  re-apply 
more  lather  until  you  are  fin- 
ished. It  is  a very  close  shave 
and  if  done  carefully,  will  last 
for  many  hours. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I am  35  years  old,  5’8"  tall 
and  slender.  I want  to 
explore  the  new  mini  look 
but  I don’t  want  to  look  like 


a teeny-bopper.  Any 
suggestions?  Lacey  M. 

Dear  Lacey, 

The  key  to  the  new  mini 
look  is  in  the  legs.  If  you  have 
shapely  legs  and  follow  the 
ideas  here,  you  will  look  just 
fine.  A must  for  the  mini  is 
black,  opaque  tights  and  high 
heels.  The  opaque  tights  give 
your  legs  a long,  lean  look  that 
is  just  smashing.  And  the 
pumps  will  accentuate  this 
even  more.  At  your  height  a 2" 
to  3"  heel  is  right.  Stay  away 
from  a stilietto  heel  if  you  tot- 
ter as  you  walk.  As  to  the 
length  of  the  mini,  that  de- 
pends on  you,  but  a mid  to  low 
thigh  length  looks  great.  For  a 
very  sophisticated  look,  top 
the  mini  with  a cashmere  tur- 
tleneck under  a plaid  blazer. 
Make  sure  the  blazer  is  hip 
length  and  slightly  fitted  at  the 
waist. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I am  considering  taking 
female  hormones.  I am  not  a 
TS,  but  I want  my  own 
breasts.  Rachel  K. 

Dear  Rachel, 

I recommend  against  taking 
hormones  unless  you  are  seri- 
ously considering  reassign- 
ment surgery.  Most  of  the 
changes  that  you  would  expe- 
rience are  not  permanent 
should  you  start  and  then  stop. 
However,  the  risks  of  prostate 
problems  and  possible  breast 


cancer  are  not  to  be  taken 
lightly.  Hormone  therapy 
should  only  be  administered 
under  a doctor’s  care.  If  you 
feel  that  you  must  have  your 
own  breasts,  I’d  suggest  im- 
plants. At  least  that  way  you 
have  some  control  over  size 
and  shape.  And,  should  you 
change  your  mind,  they  can  be 
removed. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

What  exactly  is 
liposuction?  I read  so  much 
about  body  contouring  using 
this  technique.  Heather  R. 

Dear  Heather, 

Suction  Lipectomy,  or  a 
LipSuc  as  the  nurses  call  it,  is 
a technique  where  a surgeon 
literally  vacuums  fat  cells 
from  your  body.  The  technique 
was  invented  in  France  (where 
else?)  by  a gynecologist. 
Seems  he  had  just  invested  a 
great  deal  of  money  in  the  lat- 
est equipment  to  perform 
D&C  type  abortions  when  the 
French  government  outlawed 
abortions.  In  an  effort  to  re- 
coup his  investment  he  came 
up  with  the  idea  of  permanent 
fat  removal  by  suction.  A 
small  incision  is  made  in  the 
skin  and  a very  thin  probe/ 
scraper  is  inserted  under  the 
skin  into  the  fat  layer.  The 
doctor  then  scrapes  the  fat 
cells  loose  and  they  are  re- 
moved by  vacuum.  A LipSuc 
can  be  done  almost  anywhere 
on  the  body.  The  latest  tech- 


nique  is  to  relocate  the  fat  to 
another  part  of  the  body,  e.g.  to 
eliminate  deep  wrinkles. 
While  the  procedure  is  rela- 
tively simple,  some  people 
have  died  as  a result  of  inexpe- 
rienced doctors  trying  to  per- 
form it.  Always,  as  with  any 
surgical  procedure,  verify  that 
your  doctor  is  certified  to  per- 
form the  operation.  You  are 
looking  for  a board  certified 
cosmetic  surgeon. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

Is  it  still  fashionable  to 
match  accessories  like  shoes, 
purse  and  belt?  I remember 
my  mother  dressing  for 
special  occasions  and  it  was 
important  to  her  that 
everything  matched.  Jaini  S. 

Dear  Jaini, 

In  the  30’s,  40’s  and  50’s  it 
was  considered  “de-rigeur” 
for  the  fashionable  woman  to 
have  matched  accessories, 
both  in  color  and  texture.  This 
is  no  longer  true  today  and  is 
considered  old-fashioned. 
However,  you  should  match 
accessories  in  color  families, 
like  all  shades  of  grey  or  even 
charcoal,  grey  and  black. 
There  are  a few  other  fashion 
considerations  that  I might 
mention  here:  the  era  of  Foot- 
ball-player sized  shoulder 
pads  is  out,  thank  goodness; 
wide  belts  are  in  and  they  are 
especially  helpful  to  us  in  de- 
fining a waistline;  opaque, 
white  stockings  only  look 


good  in  a hospital;  and  the  mini 
has  returned  so  put  away  your 
long  straight  skirts. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I wonder  if  you  have  any 
advice  on  how  to  develop  an 
feminine  voice?  Cherri  W. 

Dear  Cherri, 

I wondered  how  long  it 
would  take  someone  to  ask  this 
question!  Developing  a femi- 
nine voice  is  a difficult  task, 
especially  if  you  will  be 
switching  back  and  forth  be- 
tween it  and  your  normal  male 
voice.  It  can  be  done,  but  it  is 
not  easy  and  it  takes  a lot  of 
practice.  The  key  element  of  a 
feminine  voice  is  pitch.  Check 
your  pitch  like  this.  Put  your 
hand  with  your  middle  finger 
on  your  throat  over  your 
Adam’s  apple  and  speak  in 
your  normal  voice.  You  should 
feel  a vibration  in  your  middle 
finger.  Now,  raise  your  pitch 
until  the  vibration  is  felt  in 
your  index  finger,  i.e.  above 
your  Adam’s  apple.  How  does 
that  sound?  There  are  many 
other  parameters  of  speech 
that  vary  from  men  to  women 
but  there  is  not  enough  room 
here  to  discuss  them  all  in  any 
useful  way.  A qualified 
speech/language  pathologist 
can  help  you,  but  lessons  will 
cost  between  $30  and  $70  per 
hour.  You  may  contact  the 
National  Association  for 
Hearing  and  Speech  Action  at 
1-800-638-TALK.  They  will 


send  you  a list  of  professionals 
in  your  area. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

Please  give  me  some  hints 
on  how  to  dress  this  rather 
masculine  body  of  mine.  I 
am  5'  7M  tall  and  weigh  165 
lbs.  No  matter  what  I try,  I 
just  never  like  the  way  I look 
in  a skirt  and  blouse.  Tara  M. 

Dear  Tara, 

Here  are  some  body  dress- 
ing hints.  If  you  are  long 
waisted/short  legged  (thats 
most  of  us  "faux-girls")  wear 
light  colors  above  the  waist 
and  dark  below;  match  hosiery 
and  heels  to  skirt  or  slacks  for 
a longer  look;  whittle  a waist 
with  a belt.  Sounds  like  you 
are  short  (that’s  good)  and 
stocky  (that’s  bad)  like  me,  so 
wear  solid  color  dresses  and 
add  a belt;  blouson  shapes  cre- 
ate a waist;  wear  slightly 
longer  skirts,  just  below  the 
knee;  again  match  heels  and 
hosiery  to  skirt  or  dress  color 
to  look  slimmer  and  taller. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

How  long  is  it  before  a TV 
becomes  a TS?  Minni  P. 

Dear  Minni, 

It  does  not  follow  that  a 
TV  will  become  a TS.  At  the 
risk  of  oversimplifing  things,  a 
TV  (male  or  female)  always 
knows  his/her  gender  identity 
but  feels  a need  to  express  an- 
other side  of  their  personality. 


A TS  (male  or  female)  knows 
that  he/she  belongs  in  the  body 
of  the  opposite  sex  and  gener- 
ally has  a desire  to  be  rid  of  his/ 
her  genitals. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I always  have  a problem 
covering  up  my  dark  beard. 
Itried  to  find  the  products 
Covermark  and  Derma- 
blend  with  no  luck.  Any 
other  suggestions.  Marie  F. 

Dear  Marie, 

You  may  have  to  ask  for 
Covermark  and  Dermablend, 
most  good  department  stores 
do  carry  them,  but  they  may 
not  display  them  openly.  An- 
other product  with  excellent 
coverage  is  Clinique’s  Con- 
tinuous Coverage.  And,  there 
is  always  the  standby  Max 
Factor  Panstik,  which  is  very 
much  like  theatrical  grease 
paint. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I like  wearing  a regular 
bra  under  my  dresses  and 
blouses.  Where  can  I find  the 
most  realistic  looking  breast 
inserts?  Sue  J. 

Dear  Sue, 

The  most  realistics  breast 
forms  I have  ever  seen  are  also 
the  most  expensive:  Mirage. 
The  Mirage  form  is  almost 
handmade  from  the  finest 
grade  medical  silicones.  In 
fact  it  really  is  a mastectomy 
form.  As  a result  they  sell  for 


about  $700  a set  of  two.  They 
look  and  feel  real.  Unlike  other 
inserts,  the  Mirage  can  be 
glued  directly  to  the  chest  for  a 
braless  look.  Other  mastec- 
tomy forms  may  cost  less,  but 
nothing  looks  like  a Mirage. 
Check  out  their  ad  elsewhere 
in  this  issue. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

Do  you  date?  I'd  like  to 
sign  up  on  your  list  of  es- 
corts. Linda  T. 

Dear  Linda, 

I am  very  flattered  that  you 
would  ask,  but  I do  have  a 
spouse  and  family.  Besides 
between  LadyLike,  The  Ren- 
aissance newsletter,  Art  & Il- 
lusion, and  other  projects,  I 
wouldn’t  have  time  to  date. 
But  thanks  anyway. 

LadyLike  Special  Hints  and 
Tips 

Makeup  Basics. 

Do  you  know  your  skin 
tone?  You  should  because  it 
forms  the  basis  of  your  whole 
makeup  scheme.  First,  thor- 
oughly clean  your  face  with  a 
non-soap  cleanser.  Next, 
drape  a white  towel  or  sheet 
over  your  shoulders.  Then, 
cover  your  hair  with  a white 
towel  or  scarf.  Now,  under 
natural  light  (if  possible)  study 
the  color  in  your  cheeks  in  a 
mirror;  it  should  have  a visible 
tint.  Be  careful  to  use  a good 
mirror  since  gheap  glass  will 


add  a green  tint  to  your  face.  If 
your  tint  is  blue/pink  you  have 
a fair  complexion;  if  yellow,  a 
medium  complexion;  and  if 
green,  an  olive  complexion. 

Okay,  now  you  know  your 
skin  tone,  so  how  do  you  put 
this  knowledge  to  use?  For  a 
FAIR  complexion  use  a pink/ 
beige  foundation;  pink/bur- 
gundy blush;  smoky  mauve- 
grey  shadow  on  lid  and  in  lid 
crease;  mauve/violet/pink  on 
browbone  and  pink  or  blue-red 
to  true  red  lipstick  on  lips.  For 
a MEDIUM  complexion-  use 
ivory/beige  foundation;  coral/ 
tawny  blush;  peach,  beige, 
taupe,  brown  and  olive  eye- 
shadow; rust,  mocha,  orange 
or  brick-red  lipstick.  For  an 
OLIVE  complexion-use  true 
beige/deep  beige  foundation; 
coral/tawny  blush;  deep  beige, 
taupe,  brown,  olive,  gray  and 
gray-black  eyeshadow  on 
your  eyes  with  an  almond 
brown  on  the  browbone;  deep 
peach  or  deep  copper  lipstick 
on  lips. 

These  are  daytime  looks. 
Experiment  and  intensify 
them  for  evening  makeup. 

That  wraps  up  this  issue. 
Please  keep  writing  with  your 
questions.  I love  hearing  from 
all  of  you. 

Hugs,  JoAnn 
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Cjrace  & Style 


with  her  knees  or  arms  wide  apart.  Instead,  she  generally 
holds  her  limbs  close  to  her  body.  Arms  are  held  with 
elbows  close  to  the  side  of  the  body.  That’s  why  it  is 
common  to  view  women  sitting  with  their  hands  in  their 
laps.  The  picture  of  the  model  sitting  (Figure  1)  represents 
a feminine  pose.  She  is  sitting  back  into  the  comer  of  the 
sofa  where  she  gets  support  from  two  sides,  thus  looking 
more  relaxed  than  someone  sitting  on  the  sofa’s  edge. 

Women  who  wear  skirts  that  fall  at  the  knee  or  below  will 
bring  less  attention  to  themselves  while  sitting  than  those 
who  wear  short  skirts  that  come  up  high  on  the  thigh.  Keep 
this  in  mind  if  you  intend  to  wander  into  the  real  world  and 
want  to  pass. 

Standing 

Again,  while  standing,  a woman  takes  up  less  space  than 
a man;  she  doesn’t  have  her  arms  or  legs  spread  wide  apart. 
Make  sure  your  shoes  are  comfortable  and  that  you  can 
walk  securely  in  them.  Tottering  in  high  heels  is  unbecom- 
ing. Stand  up  straight  and  tall  with  your  head  up  and 
forward,  not  down.  Slouching  is  out,  ladies;  standing  tall 
and  proud  is  in! 

You  might  feel  self-conscious  being  dressed  if  you  are 
tall  and  wonder  what  to  do  with  your  arms,  so  that  you  don’t 
appear  to  be  insecure.  Get  yourself  a shoulder  bag  and  carry 
it  over  one  shoulder  so  that  you  will  have  something  to  do 
with  one  of  your  hands.  The  second  model  (Figure  2) 


with  J.  L.  White 

Crossdressing  is  more  than  just  putting  on  feminine 
clothes  and  makeup.  It  includes  sitting,  walking,  ges- 
turing, etc;  all  those  activities  found  under  the  arena 
of  comportment.  Comportment  means  behaving  in  a man- 
ner that  is  comfortable,  proper  or  expected.  For  the  TV/TS 
it  means  behaving  and  acting  more  like  a woman  and  less 
like  a man. 

This  column  presents  some  ideas  and  suggestions  for 
helping  you  to  improve  your  image  as  a woman.  I will 
discuss  sex  differences  in  body  movement  and  positions. 
This  information  will  give  you  some  specific  things  to  look 
for  when  watching  yourself  and  others. 

Studies  have  found  four  general  movement  differences 
between  men  and  women.  First,  men  tend  to  stress  width, 
both  in  sitting  and  standing.  In  their  movements  the  empha- 
size motion  away  from  the  body  rather  than  toward  the 
body.  Men  have  higher  levels  of  total  body  movement  than 
females,  showing  a significantly  higher  number  of  seat  and 
leg  position  shifts.  Finally,  men  demonstrate  more  strength 
in  their  movements. 

So,  if  you  are  trying  to  present  a more  feminine  image, 
how  do  these  differences  affect  you?  How  might  you 
improve  your  sitting,  standing,  walking  and  gesturing  to 
appear  less  masculine  and  more  feminine? 

Sitting 

Given  a comparably  sized  male  and  female,  the  woman 
takes  up  less  space  when  sitting.  She  sits  with  knees 
together,  ankles  or  kness  crossed.  She  doesn’t  usually  sit 


Figure  1:  A Graceful  Sitting  Posture 
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exemplifies  this  in  her  stance.  Wearing  skirts  or  dresses 
with  pockets  also  gives  you  a place  to  put  your  other  hand 
so  you  don’t  look  quite  so  awkward.  Notice  the  position  of 
the  models  feet  in  Figure  2.  One  foot  slightly  in  front  of  the 
other  and  pointed  outward  gives  a more  relaxed  appearance 
than  one  with  the  feet  close  together  or  wide  apart.  A word 
of  caution;  when  I’m  travelling  around  the  city  and  waiting 
for  a subway  or  cab,  I may  purposely  stand  with  my  feet 
straight  and  slightly  apart  because  it  is  a more  assertive 
stance  and  I don’t  want  to  seem  open  to  being  victimized. 
Keep  this  in  mind  when  travelling  while  dressed.  You  don’t 
have  to  make  a loud  statement,  such  as  legs  apart  and  hands 
on  hips,  saying  non-verbally,  “Mess  with  me  and  you’ll  be 
sorry!”  Subtlety  is  everything,  girls.  All  that  you  have  to  do 
is  feel  good  about  yourself,  hold  your  head  high  and  take  an 
assertive  stance;  that  will  be  enough. 

Walking 

The  major  difference  in  the  walking  gait  of  a man  and  a 
woman  comes  from  the  difference  in  their  perception  of  the 
center  of  gravity  of  their  bodies.  A man  holds  his  center  of 
gravity  to  be  in  his  shoulders.  Consequently,  he  tends  to 
move  forward  from  the  upper  part  of  his  body,  taking  large 
forceful  strides.  Women,  however,  see  their  center  of 
gravity  in  their  hips,  which  explains  why  we  have  a softer 
sway  to  our  walk.  Women  tend  to  keep  the  upper  part  of 
their  body  straight  and  move  from  the  waist  down.  Picture 
yourself  as  a puppet  with  three  strings  holding  you  up.  One 


comes  from  the  top  of  the  head  and  one  each  from  each 
thigh.  As  you  move  the  thigh  lifts  slightly,  then  the  leg 
follows.  Practice  walking  in  front  of  a mirror,  preferably 


Figure  2:  A Feminine  Standing  Posture 


Figure  3:  Appropriate  Gestures 

with  heels,  and  watch  yourself.  Hold  your  head  up,  take 
small  steps,  keep  your  knees  close  together,  and  move  from 
the  hip  area  first. 

This  may  feel  awkward  at  first,  but  keep  practicing. 
Eventually,  as  you  become  more  comfortable  and  relaxed 
with  walking,  you’ll  notice  that  your  hips  begin  to  sway  a 
bit  more.  Sooner  or  later  your  shoulders  will  join  the  act, 
bringing  your  arms  along  in  a natural  swing,  not  too  far  out 
from  the  body.  Remember,  girls,  you  are  not  in  a hurry  right 
now.  Take  a deep  breath  and  move  in  smaller,  slower  steps. 
Forme,  walking  heel-toe,  heel-toe,  feels  like  a more  natural 
way  to  move,  rather  than  toe-heel. 

Gestures 

There  are  very  definite  differences  in  gestures  between 
men  and  women.  Women  tend  to  move  their  heads,  hands 
and  wrists  more  than  men.  Men  tend  to  use  the  upper  limbs 
as  a unit,  whereas  women  articulate  with  fingers  hands  and 
wrists  more  as  they  gesture.  It’s  not  necessary  to  go  over- 
board in  these  movements.  Watch  women  around  you  as 
they  sit  (Figure  3)  and  walk.  How  do  they  move  their 
hands,  fingers  and  wrists?  Note  the  slight  curvature  of  their 
hands.  Then,  go  practice  in  front  of  the  mirror  again. 

Try  these  suggestions  and  see  if  they  work.  If  any  of  you 
have  other  techniques  that  were  successful  for  you,  send  me 
aline  so  we  can  share  the  information.  In  the  meantime,  I’ll 
be  working  on  future  articles  to  help  you  develop  your  best 
feminine  image.  Address  all  correspondence  to:  J.L.  White 
Associates,  259  W.  15th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10011. 
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Resources 


LadyLike  will  try  to  keep  an  up-to-date  listing  of  support  groups  and  sympathetic  businesses. 

Please  let  us  know  of  any  additions  or  corrections 


• National  Support  Groups  • 
International  Foundation  for  Gender 
Education  (IFGE),  Box  19,  Wayland, 
MA  01778,  $40/yr  membership  in- 
cludes a journal  "The  Tapestry". 

The  Outreach  Institute,  Box  368, 
Kenmore  Station,  Boston,  MA  02215. 
General  CD  information  and  a national 
newsletter.  $5/yr. 

The  Renaissance  Education  Associa- 
tion, Inc.,  TV/TS/SO,  c/o  JoAnn 
Roberts,  Ph.D.,  Box  1263,  King  of  Prus- 
sia, PA  19406,  (215)-640-9449,  $30/yr 
full  membership,  $12/yr  associate. 

Society  for  the  Second  Self  (Tri-Ess), 
Box  194,  Tulare,  CA  93275.  Organiza- 
tion for  Hetero-TVs  only. 

• Regional  Support  Groups  • 

• New  England  Area  • 

The  connecticuTView,  c/o  Denise 
Mason,  Box  2281,  Devon,  CT  06460 

Tiffany  Club,  TV/TS,  Box  367  Way- 
land,  MA  01778,  phone  617-358-2305. 

The  Twenty  (XX)  Club,  TS  support, 
Box  6070  Station  "A",  Hartford,  CT 
06106,  (203)-522-2646. 

• New  Jersey/New  York  • 

Phi  Chapter,  c/o  W.  Beeman,  Box  2512, 
West  Chester,  PA  19380. 

Sigma  Nu  Rho  Tri-Ess,  Box  467, 
Oakhurst,  NJ  07755. 

TGIC,  Box  13604,  Albany, NY,  12212, 
(518)-4364513. 

TVA,  Box  26533,  Rochester,  NY 
14626,  (716)-723-1698 

Chi  Delta  Mu.,  Box  327,  Massapequa 
Park,  NY  1 1762,  (201)-663-0772. 

New  York  Gender  Alliance,  c/o  Fern 
Fashions,  Penthouse  B,  157  W.  57th  St. 
NY,  NY  10019,  (212)-582-6823 

Long  Island  Femme  Expression  (LIFE), 
Box  121,  Ozone  Park,  NY  11416 


Long  Island  Social  Club,  c/o  K.  Kwarta, 
50  Sunny  Rd.,  St.  James,  NY  1 1780 

Butterfly  Group,  Box  7161,  Endicott, 
NY  13760,  (607)-798-8033. 

• Mid-Atlantic  Area  • 

My  Choice,  Kathy  Stevens,  TS  support, 
1417  McHenry  St.,  Baltimore,  MD 
21223,  (301)-792-9639. 

Renaissance,  Box  1263,  King  of  Prus- 
sia, PA  19406,  215-640-9449 

TransPitt,  Box  59406,  Pittsburgh,  PA 
15210 

Delta  Chi  Chapter,  (TV/TS),  Betty  Ann 
Lind,  Box  1 1254,  Lincolnia  Station,  Al- 
exandria, VA,  22312 

Butterfly  Couples  of  NOVA,  Cheryl 
Ann  Costa,  Box  3234,  Manassas,  VA 
22110 

Washington-Baltimore  Alliance, 
Roberta  Lewis,  Box  50724,  Washing- 
ton, DC  20004 

• Mid  Western  Area  • 

Chi  Chapter  Tri  Ess,  Deanna  Johns, Box 
40,  Wood  Dale,,  IL  60007,  (312)-364- 
9514 

Crossroads,  (TV/TS),  Box  1298,  Flint, 
M,  48501 

City  of  Lakes  Crossdressers  Club,  3917 
Frances  Ave.  So.,  Minneapolis,  MN 
55416,  (612)-822-9726 

St.  Louis  Gateway  Femmes,  Box  1262, 
St.  Louis,  MO  63188 

Cross-Port,  2020  "B"  Beechmont  Ave., 
Box  150,  Cinncinnati,  OH  45230 

Alpha-Omega  Tri  Ess,  Box  954  Elyria, 
OH  44036 

Paradise  Club,  (TV/TS),  Box  29564, 
Parma,  OH  44129 

Chicago  Gender  Society,  Box  578005, 
Chicago,  IL  60657,  (3 12)-23 1-8923. 


Iota  Chi  Sigma,  Box  20710,  Indianapo- 
lis, IN  46220. 

Wisconsin  Network,  Box  632,  Wauke- 
sha, WI  53 1 87,  (4 14)-542-5735 

Western  Michigan  I.M.E.,  Box  1153, 
Grand  Rapids,  MI  49501 

River  City,  Box  1305,  Bellevue,  NE 
68005 

• South  / Southwest  • 

A Rose,  Cindy  Ann  Mackenzie,  Box 
2943,  Glendale,  AZ  85301 

Serenity,  Nikki  Bee,  Box  307,  Holly- 
wood, FL  33022 

Butternut  Belles,  Box  3585,  Knoxville, 
TN  37917,524-1629. 

Boulton  and  Park  Society,  c/o  D.  Grif- 
fiths, Box  169652,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78280,  (512)-691-8915,  8am-llpm. 

• Western  Area  • 

Alpha  Chapter  Tr-Ess,  Box  36091,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90036. 

Omega  Chapter  Tri-Ess,  Box  194,  Tu- 
lare, CA  93275. 

CHIC,  Box  562,  Duarte,  CA  91010, 
(213)-456-6511. 

Shangri-La  Club,  Nancy  Watson,  Box 
18202,  Irvine,  C A 92713 

Neutral  Comer,  W.  Thomas,  Box 
99732,  San  Diego,  CA  92109. 

Educational  TV  Channel  (ETVC),  Box 
6468,  San  Francisco,  CA  94101 

Rainbow  Gender  Association,  Box 
700730,  San  Jose,  CA  95170. 

Sacramento  Gender  Alliance,  Bonnie 
Goodwin,  Box  38918,  Sacramento,  CA 
95838. 

Salmacis  Society,  Box  1604,  Eugene, 
OR  97440,  phone  503-689-5267 
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Capitol  City  Chapter,  Box  97302,  Sa- 
lem, OR  97302. 

Northwest  Gender  Alliance,  NWGA, 
Box  13173,  Portland,  OR  97213. 

Emerald  City,  Box  31318  Seattle,  WA, 
98103. 

Seattle  Counselling  Servive,  1505 
Broadway,  Seattle,  WA  98103,(206)- 
329-8737. 

• Canadian  • 

Alberta  TV/TS  Contact  Club,  Box 
4667,  Station  C,  Calgary,  Alb.,  T2T- 
5P1 

Transvestites  Au  Montreal  (TAM),  Box 
1, 164  Station  H,  Montreal,  Que,  H3G- 
2N1 

• Overseas  • 

Scottish  TV/TS  group,  c/o  SHRG,  58a 
Broughton  St.,  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
EH  1-35  A. 

Chrysalis,  c/o  Pheadra  Kelly,  editor: 
Chrysalis,  bi  monthly.  Box  2,  1 Banks 
Bldg.,  School  Green  Rd.,  Freshwater, 
Isle  of  Wight,  UK,  P040-9AJ 


• TV  Boutiques  & Businesses  • 

Lee's  Mardi  Gras  Boutique,  400  W.  14th 
Street  at  8th  Ave.  NY,  NY,  (212)-947- 
7773,  clothing  catalog  is  $5. 

Fern  Fashions,  Penthouse  B.,  157th  St. 
NY,  NY  10019,  (212)-582-6823  cata- 
log is  $10. 

Dream  Dresser,  Loehmans  Plaza, 
Pennsauken,  NJ  08110  call  (609)-488- 
6279. 

Versatile  Fashions,  store:  1925  E.  Lin- 
coln Ave.,  Anaheim,  CA.,  mailorder: 
Box  1051,  Tustin,CA.  92681.  A full  set 
of  catalogs  is  $15. 

Fantasies  In  Lace,  3608  W.Broward 
Blvd.,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL,  (305)-581- 
2366. 

NS  Products  (MirageBreast  Forms), 
Box  6678-L,  Glendale,  CA  91205,  $2 
for  brochure. 


Resources 


B&R  Creations  (Corsetry),  Box  4201- 
L,  Mt,  View,  CA  94040. 

Fantasy  Fashions,  22968  Victory  Blvd., 
Suite  196,  Woodland  Hills,  CA  91367, 
$6  for  catalog. 

Lydia’s  TV  Fashions,  13837  Ventura 
Blvd.,  Suitre  2,  Sherman  Oaks,  CA 
91423,  (818)-995-7195. 

J.L. White,  image  improvement  and 
development,  NYC,  (212)-675-0204. 

• Recurring  Events  • 

Paradise  in  the  Poconos  weekend,  twice 
a year.  May  and  September,  in  the  Pc  nn- 
sylvania  Poconos.  Contact  JoAnn 
Roberts,  Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA 
19406,  (215)-640-9449. 

Fantasia  Fair,  twice  a year,  J une  and  Oc- 
tober, in  Provincetown,  MA.  Contact 
Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Ken  more 
Station,  Boston,  MA.,  02215. 

“Be  All  You  Can  Be”  Weekend,  put  on 
by , Paradise  Club,  CrossPort,  Trans-Pitt 
and  The  Chi  Chapter  of  Tri  Ess.  Contact 
any  of  the  groups  mentioned. 

Tri-Ess  “Holiday  En  Femme”,  contact 
National  Tri-Ess  for  details. 

Tiffany  Provincetown  Outings,  twice  a 
tear  in  Oct  & June,  contact  the  Tiffany 
Club,  Box  367,  Wayland,  MA  01778 

Texas  ‘T’  Party,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  3 
day  weekend  “en  femme”,  Feb  23-25, 
1989,  contact  B&P  Society,  Box 
169652,  San  Antonio,  TX  78280,  (5 12)- 
657-2540. 


• How-To  Books  • 

"Art  and  Illusion:  A Guide  to 
Crossdressing",  by  JoAnn  Roberts. 
Published  by  Creative  Design  Services, 
Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA.,  19406. 
$10  postpaid.  Over  40  illustrations  and 
tables  on  makeup,  clothing,  access- 
ories, and  lingerie.  Lots  of  good  illustra- 
tions on  makeup  technique  such  as  high- 
light and  contour.  Easy  to  read  and 
peppered  with  personal  anecdotes. 

"How  To  Be  A Woman  Though  Male", 
by  V irginia  Prince.  Published  by  Cheva- 


lier Publications,  Tulare,  CA.,  93275. 
$ 10  plus  postage  & handling.  This  is  the 
original  "How  To"  for  crossdressers. 
Very  good  advice  on  deportment  and 
passing.  Interesting  section  on  living  as 
a female  fulltime.  Some  of  the  material 
is  dated,  since  this  was  written  over  15 
years  ago,  but  this  is  a "must  have". 

• Periodicals  • 

The  Transvestian®.  Contact  Tania  Vo- 
len,  Inc.,  200  Main  St.,  Tennent,  NJ., 
07763.  Subscription  $18/yr,  published 
monthly.  Tabloid  style,  many  TV  col- 
umns, running  serials  and  lots  ofads. 

En  Femme  Magazine  and  En  Femme 
Comics,  En  Femme  Publishing,  Box 
7854,  West  Trenton,  NJ  08628,  bi- 
monthly magazine,  $5/issue,  $25/year, 
comics,  $5  per  issue. 

"Our  Sorority",  published  by  the  Out- 
reach Institute,  Box  11254,  Lincolnia 
Station,  Alexandria,  VA,  22312,  Semi- 
annual, $5/yr. 

LadyLike,  published  by  Creative  De- 
sign Services,  Box  1263,  King  of  Prus- 
sia, PA  19406,  $8.50  single,  $24/yr. 

TV/TS  Tapestry,  Box  19,  Wayland,  MA 
01778,  $10  single,  $40/yr. 


• Computer  BBS's  • 

GenderNet,  Oakland,  CA.  415-763- 
5 173. Public  board,  free  access  and  pri- 
vate board  access  by  subscription. 

Carolyn’s  Closet,  Minneapolis,  MN. 
612-452-2676.  Free  access. 

JSS  TV/TS  Forum,  Ocean  County,  NJ. 
609-693-8849.  Logon  for  access  as  fol- 
lows. First  name?:  APRIL,  Last  name?; 
MAY,  calling  from  America's  Heart- 
land?; YES,  Enter  password:  FRIENDS 
(All  caps).  Access  in  24hrs,  under  any 
name,  you  wish. 

Please  send  a self-addressed 
and  stamped,  large,  business  en- 
velope when  writing  to  these 
groups.  Many  of  them  are  on  tight 
budgets  and  your  kindness  will  be 
greatly  appreciated. 
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MIRROR  MIRROR 

Whether  through  the  looking  glass  or  a camera  lens,  sisters  are 
always  anxious  to  see  the  results  of  their  transformation 
artistry. 


Terry  - Ft.  Lauderdale , FL  Alison  - Pennsylvania 


MIRROR  MIRROR  is  a 
regular,  reader  response 
department  of  Lady  Like.  If 
you  would  like. to  partici- 
pate by  enclosing  photos, 
make  sure  to  include  your 
name  and  residence  city  for 
the  captions.  Only  clear,  in 
focus,  color  or  black  and 
white  prints,  or  color  slides 
will  be  accepted.  No 
polaroids.  No  nude,  semi- 


nude, or  photos  depicting 
sexual  activities,  please. 
Only  fashionably  “dressed” 
photos  are  acceptable.  Be 
sure  to  sign,  date  and 
stipulate  age  on  each 
photo,  either  on  the  back, 
or  on  a separate  paper 
enclosed  with  the  prints. 
Mail  photos  to:  CREA- 
TIVE DESIGN  SER- 


VICES, Box  1263,  King  of 
Prussia,  PA  19406. 

All  photo  submissions 
will  be  considered  for 
publication.  Photos  will 
not  be  returned  to  sender 
unless  accompanied  by 
return  postage.  LadyLike 
is  not  responsible  for  loss 
or  damage  to  photos 
incurred  in  the  mails. 
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20  Jane  Mills,  LaCombe,  LA 


Christina  - Goose  Creek,  SC 


Lee  - Northern  California 


mmm 


y/i 


Samantha  - Brooklyn,  NY 


Trudi 


Pennsylvania 


Mar  lay  na  - Long  Beach,  CA 


Paula  - Philadelphia,  PA 


:c;' 


Linda  - Springfield,  VA 


Monique 


Stockholm,  Sweden 
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Vicki  - Long  Beach,  CA 
Michelle  - Arlington,  VA 


Claudia  - West  Germany 

Madame  X - North  Jersey 


>4 


Denise  - Devon,  CT 


Danielle  - Pasadena,  CA 


Rosa  - San  Jose,  CA 


2! 


Francine  B.  - Montreal,  Canada 


Lucille  - Howard  Beach  NY 


Jana  G.  - Wampsville,  NY 


■ 


era 


Joclene  - Cinaminnson,  NJ 


Gladys 


Jennifer  - North  Hollywood,  CA 
- New  York/ Pennsylvania 
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Candi  - Texas 


Kay  - Northern  California 


Sandra  Kay  - Marysville,  CA 


FJittSL 


/= 


JoAnn  Roberts  Presents 


Paradise  in  the  Poconos  Weekend 

A TV /TS/TG's  Dream  Weekend  • For  The  Novice : Experience  the  freedom  of  dressing  to  your  heart's  desire! 
Learn  more  about  the  art  of  crossdressing.  • For  The  Accomplished:  See  old  friends  & make  new  ones. 
Polish  your  talent  & skills.  • 4 Days/3  Nights  of  Fun-Filled  Events:  Thursday  Noon  Check-in.  »Cocktailsand 
Bar-B-Q  on  Thursday,  Weather  Permitting.*  Frite  Nite  Party-  Bring  Your  Most  Outrageous  Costumes.  • 
Make  Up  & Wig  Clinic  By  Licensed  Professional  Artists  and  Stylists.  • Tag  Sale  — Bring  Your  Goodies  to  Swap 
or  Sell.  • Princess  of  the  Poconos  Contest—  Be  the  Princess  or  One  of  Her  Court.  • Phantasy  Phollies  Amateur/ 
Talent  Show—  Won't  You  Participate?  • Plus  Some  Added  Pleasant  Surprises  • 

Dates:  Thursday,  Sept.  15to  Sunday,  Sept.  18, 1988,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Poconos.  A $50  Advanced  Registra- 
tion will  ensure  that  you  won’t  miss  this  great  event.  The  cost  for  the  complete  package  including  all  meals 
and  lodging  is  $225  per  person  (tax  & gratuity  included).  Money  back  guarantee!  Your  maximum  enjoyment 
is  our  greatest  concern.  Write  today : Creative  Design  Services,  Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA,  19406,  or  call 
(215)-640-9449. 


Please  reserve  place(s)  for  me  at  the  Paradise  in  the  Poconos  weekend.  Enclosed  is  my  deposit  of  $50 

for  each  reservation.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 

Creative  Design  Services,  P.O.Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406. 


Name 

Address 

State 


Amount  $_ 


Zip 


JoAnn  %o6erts  ’ 

Art  & UCiision: 

A Quide  Po 
Cross  dressing  ” 

Revised  Second  Edition 
More  Pages 
More  Illustrations 
More  Information 
New  Style  Appendix 

Art  & Illusion  is  available  in  fine  boutiques  around 
the  country.  If  it's  not  in  your  favorite  store,  ask 
them  to  order  it.  Or  you  may  order  direct.  Enclose 
cash,  check  or  money  order  for  $10  made  out  to: 
Creative  Design  Services,  Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia, 
PA  19406 
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Catalog  Shopping  ...by  Paula  Sinclair 


Mail  Order  industry  experts 
say  that  in  the  future  more  and 
more  Americans  will  be  buying 
by  mail  (or  even  by  video).  This  is 
because  more  and  more  people 
are  finding  that  they  don’t  have 
time  to  go  shopping  in  a mall  or 
downtown.  This  change  in  shop- 
ping habits  and  the  expansion  of 
mail  order  choices  is  a big  boon  to 
crossdressers  who  sometimes 
lack  the  confidence  to  shop  in 
person  for  their  feminine  ward- 
robes. But  mail  order  shopping, 
although  easy,  is  not  worry-free. 
There  is  the  concern  that  what 
looks  good  in  the  color  catalog 
will  look  terrible  when  you  get  it 
on.  Then  there  is  the  worry  that 
the  company  will  take  your 
money  and  take  their  sweet  time 
shipping  you  the  goods,  or  worse, 
that  they  won’t  send  anything  at 
all.  To  help  alleviate  those  fears, 
here  is  a review  of  several  compa- 
nies who  have  gotten  my  busi- 
ness over  the  years  as  I did  my 
part  to  boost  the  mail  order  share 
of  the  retail  clothing  market. 

For  years,  crossdressers  have 
been  sending  orders  to  Indian- 
apolis, Indiana  or  Hollywood, 
California  the  home  of  the  two 
standby  companies — Lane 

Bryant  and  Fredericks.  You  have 
probably  seen  their  catalogs,  but 
if  not,  here  are  their  addresses. 
Lane  Bryant:  Box  8301,  Indian- 
apolis, IN,  46282-8301. 
Frederick’s  of  Hollywood:  Box 
229,  Hollywood,  CA,  90078- 
0229. 

Lane  Bryant’s  clothes  tend  to 
be,  shall  we  say,  dowdy.  Then- 
line  represents  what  mail  order 
used  to  be — a service  for  women 


stuck  away  in  the  hinterlands 
who  either  had  no  interest  in  fash- 
ion or  who  would  kill  to  get  into  a 
size  24  again.  The  Tall  Collection 
is  a bit  more  stylish,  but  still,  I 
consider  myself  fortunate  if  I find 
one  thing  I like  each  season.  The 
clothes  tend  to  be  made  spar- 
ingly; cheaply  might  be  a better 
word,  so  read  the  catalog  descrip- 
tion very  carefully.  The  company 
is  heavy  into  polyester,  which, 
despite  the  advances  in  organic 
chemistry,  still  looks  like  a petro- 
leum by-product.  The  prices  are 
very  reasonable,  the  return  policy 
is  very  good,  and  once  in  awhile  I 
find  a dress  that  is  marvelous. 


One  of  the  benefits 
of  mail  order 
shopping  is  that  you 
don't  pay  sales  tax 


Shoes  are  good  too.  They  come  in 
large  sizes  (up  to  12WW)  but  not 
in  the  towering  heel  heights  that  I 
prefer.  It  seems  like  Lane  Bryant 
is  always  having  a sale,  so  if  you 
see  something  you  like  in  one 
catalog,  chances  are  it  will  be 
marked  down  in  a later  edition.  It 
also  seems  that  there  are  only  one 
or  two  price  cuts  per  season  but 
they  publish  at  least  three  or  four 
catalogs  touting  sales.  Don’t  be 
taken  in. 

Frederick’s  lingerie  and  cloth- 
ing is  certainly  every  drag 
queen’s  dream.  The  catalogs 
have  entered  American  folklore 
as  mildly  erotic  literature.  That 
image  has  decreased  somewhat 
since  they  abandoned  their  prac- 
tice of  using  color  drawings  to 


illustrate  the  clothes.  The  color 
photographs  don’t  have  the  same 
visual  impact.  The  clothes  come 
in  only  one  size — “Too  Small  For 
Me.”  To  those  of  you  who  can 
wear  them,  I say  “I  Hate  You!” 
Just  kidding,  I think.  The  quality 
leaves  much  to  be  desired  and 
I’ve  had  problems  with  some 
orders  not  being  shipped 
promptly.  The  return  policy  is 
good, but  is  also  sometimes  slow. 
Perhaps  this  is  a reflection  of  the 
laid-back  California  atmosphere. 
A new  addition  to  the  recent  cata- 
logs is  Frederick’s  famous  “sky 
high”  heels  in  sizes  12  and  13. 
Although  they  come  in  only 
medium  width,  they  will  fill  the 
need  of  some  of  us.  Prices  are 
generally  under  $80  which  is 
cheap  in  comparison  to  what 
some  of  the  TV  speciality  places 
charge.  The  shoes  are  of  good 
quality.  One  thing  to  remember 
with  Frederick’s  is  that  you  get 
what  you  pay  for. 

One  of  the  benefits  of  mail 
order  shopping  is  that  you  don’t 
have  to  pay  sales  tax  on  orders  out 
of  state.  That  advantage  is  lost  for 
me  with  a company  I just  learned 
about  that  is  in  Hanover,  Pennsyl- 
vania. I don’t  know  the  real  name 
of  the  company  because  they 
publish  many  different  catalogs. 
But  all  have  the  same  address; 
Unique  Merchandising  Mart, 
Hanover,  PA,  17333.  One  nice 
thing  about  this  company  is  that 
they  will  send  you  all  of  then- 
catalogs  once  they  get  your  name. 
The  “Hall  of  Hanover”  catalog 
featured  very  stylish,  but  young 
clothes.  “Night  ‘n  Day  Intimates” 
has  wonderful  lingerie.  Most 
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things  offered  in  all  the  various 
catalogs  come  in  at  least  size  16 
or  18.  The  company’s  service  is 
good  as  is  the  merchandise. 
Prices  are  reasonable.  The  com- 
panies also  offer  a wide  variety  of 
merchandise,  ranging  from  swim 
suits  (in  season)  to  sequined  eve- 
ning tops. 

Spring  has  barely  begun  at 
this  writing  and  already  mail 
order  companies  are  having  sales 
on  Summer  Styles.  Isn’t  mer- 
chandising wonderful?  Just  try 
telling  that  to  the  models  who  had 
to  wear  swimsuits  and  light 
dresses  in  December  or  January 
so  we  could  have  Summer  cata- 
logs in  March  and  April.  But, 
whatever  the  season,  these  mail 
order  companies  have  what  it 
takes. 

The  all-time  top  slot  on  my 
list  belongs  to  a company  that  not 
only  offers  mail  order,  but  has 
stores  all  over  the  country.  The 
nearest  one  to  us  is  in  northern 
New  Jersey.  Royal  Silk  Ltd.  of- 
fers classic  clothing  in  100%  silk 
or  silk  blends.  Taking  advantage 
of  two  circumstances  in  world 
economics — cheap  labor  in  the 
Far  East,  and  China’s  push  to 
both  expand  their  silk  industry 
and  gain  foreign  exchange — 
Royal  Silk  has  simply  wonderful 
clothes  at  reasonable  prices.  One 
minor  problem  is  that  the  clothes 
are  so  good  and  so  inexpensive, 
that  keeping  them  in  stock  is  dif- 
ficult, so  once  in  awhile  an  order 
is  delayed.  But  the  company  is 
very  responsive  and,  I believe, 
tries  very  hard  to  satisfy  its  cus- 
tomers. The  line  is  not  too  terribly 
extensive,  running,  as  I said,  to 
classic  clothes.  In  my  opinion, 
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classics  form  the  foundation  of 
any  good  wardrobe.  Many  things 
are  available  in  size  16  or  extra 
large.  The  address  is  Royal  Silk 
Plaza,  45  East  Madison  Ave., 
Clifton,  NJ,  07011 

I don’t  know  who  these 
people  are,  but  I wish  that  they 
would  stop  it.  I mean  those  people 
who  root  through  the  pantyhose 
displays  in  the  supermarket, 
messing  them  up  and  putting  the 
packages  back  in  the  wrong  loca- 
tion. Do  you  have  them  in  your 
neighborhood  too?  Thanks  to 
their  efforts,  buying  pantyhose 
takes  far  too  long  and  you  can 
never  seem  to  find  the  size,  style 
and  shade  you  want.  Well,  now 


Fredericks 9 clothes 
come  in  only  one 
size— 

“ Too  Small  For  Me ” 


there  is  a catalog  just  for  panty- 
hose— L’eggs  Showcase  of  Sav- 
ings. The  catalog  offers  first 
quality  and  slightly  imperfect 
L’eggs,  Hanes,  Underalls  and 
Isotoner  pantyhose  in  all  sizes, 
styles  and  shades,  at  considerable 
discouns.  A pair  of  L’eggs  cost 
over  $3  at  my  local  market.  I can 
buythe  same  pantyhose  (slightly 
imperfect  but  fully  guaranteed) 
for  $1.49  a pair  from  the  catalog. 
The  catalog  also  contains  L’eggs 
lingerie,  panties  and  Bali  bras. 
And,  making  it  a full  service  out- 
let for  TVs,  a full  selection  of 
men’s  Hanes  underwear  and 
socks.  Quality  of  all  the  items  is 
very  good  even  though  some 
items  are  rated  slightly  imperfect. 
As  they  say  in  the  catalog,  these 


are  imperfections  that  you 
wouldn’t  even  notice.  And  the 
great  prices  are  even  better  dur- 
ing one  of  their  regular  sales.  The 
address  is  L’eggs  Brands  Inc., 
Box  6000,  Rural  Hill,  NC,  27098. 
[In  case  you  were  not  aware  of  it, 
almost  all  the  hosiery  in  this 
country  comes  from  only  two  or 
three  mills,  all  in  North  Carolina. 
Ed] 

While  we’re  below  the 
waist,  we  might  as  well  go  all  the 
way... to  shoes.  (What  did  you 
think  I was  going  to  say,  you 
nasty  thing!)  As  I have  written, 
Lane  Bryant  offers  shoes  in 
larger  sizes  and  wide  widths.  The 
styles  aren’t  tremendous,  but 
they  aren’t  “old  lady”  shoes  ei- 
ther. I have  just  seen  a catalog  that 
has  prices  equal  to  Lane  Bryant’s 
and  with  marvelous  styles.  The 
company  is  A.  J.  Valenci,  De- 
signer Circle,  Salem,  VA,  24156- 
0201. 1 can’t  vouch  for  quality  or 
service  because  even  though  they 
offer  large  sizes  (up  to  1 1 D or 
EE),  they  are  still  too  small  for  the 
huge  growths  at  the  ends  of  my 
legs.  Prices  are  good — nothing 
over  $50  and  many  pairs  for  $30 
and  $40.  If  someone  has  any 
experience  with  this  company, 
perhaps  they  will  share  it  with  us. 

One  of  the  wonders  of  modern 
mailorder  merchandising  is  the 
way  companies  can  analyze  mail- 
ing lists  and  zip  code  directories 
and  target  specific  households  for 
their  products.  But  sometimes 
these  efforts  backfire,  or  appear 
to  backfire. 

My  name  is  on  several  lists  for 
women’s  clothing,  and  my  ad- 
dress is  in  an  area  of  the  city  that 
is  primarily  black.  So  a few 
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weeks  ago  I received  a catalog 
from  Fashion  Fair  Fashions,  a 
subsidiary  of  Ebony  magazine. 
Although  the  folks  at  820  South 
Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL 
60605  probably  didn’t  expect  it, 
this  Danish  blonde  has  been 
drooling  over  some  of  the  clothes 
ever  since  she  got  their  catalog. 
The  Fashion  Fair  styles  are  very 
current  and  very  striking.  The 
elegance  is  so  cool,  you  almost 
have  to  wear  mittens  to  turn  the 
pages.  The  prices  are  moderate. 
Sizes  range  to  18  for  clothes  and 
1 ID  or  12B  for  most  shoes.  Not 
having  yet  ordered  anything  from 
this  catalog,  I cannot  speak  to 
quality  or  merchandise  or  serv- 
ice. But  I will  be  buying  some- 
thing soon  and  will  let  you  know. 

If  you  are  looking  for  stylish 
shoes  in  large  sizes  and  wide 
widths  and  don’t  mind  having  a 
heel  no  higher  than  2 inches,  the 
Coward  Shoe  Company  Mail 
Order  Division  has  a catalog  for 
you.  Prices  are  moderate  and  the 
catalog  carries  name  brands  - 
Town  & Country,  Penaljo  to 
name  just  two.  There  is  also  a 
large  line  of  casual  shoes,  boots 
(in  season)  and  even  nursing 
shoes  (for  that  Florence  Nightin- 
gale costume  on  Halloween). 
Despite  the  extensive  selection,  I 
like  a higher  heel,  so  I haven’t 
ordered  from  this  company.  But 
the  catalog  boasts  the  emblem  of 
the  Direct  Marketing  Associa- 
tion, a “better  business  bureau” 
for  mail  order  companies.  Cow- 
ard guarantees  your  total  satisfac- 
tion. The  address  is  18  East  34th 
Street,  New  York,  NY  10016. 

The  boon  in  mail  order  means 
that  there  is  virtually  nothing  you 


can’t  buy  for  your  femme  ward- 
robe from  a catalog,  including 
wigs.  Frederick’s  has  a selection 
of  wigs,  it’s  true.  But  to  my  mind 
they  look  cheap  and  sleazy  and 
remind  me  of  the  time  when  wigs 
were  “in”  no  matter  how  artificial 
they  looked.  On  the  other  hand, 
Paula  Young  (PO  Box  483,  Broc- 
ton,  MA  02403)  offers  a selec- 
tion of  natural  but  conventional 
wigs  for  the  woman  who  has  to 
wear  them.  Prices  start  from  just 
under  $30  and  go  to  nearly  $80, 
with  most  on  the  $40  - $50  range. 
A nice  feature  of  the  catalog  is 
that  it  describes  every  wig  includ- 
ing the  length  of  “hair”  in  various 
places  (top,  sides,  and  nape).  This 


Years  ago , when  I 
bought  makeup , I 
was  convinced  they 
knew  it  was  for  me 


makes  it  easy  to  decide  if  the  wig 
is  right  for  you.  Also,  the  wigs  are 
sized,  but  only  a few  are  listed  for 
large  heads,  remember,  however, 
that  wigs  do  stretch  to  fit.  The 
catalog  lacks  a color  chart;  in- 
stead colors  are  merely  described 
in  words  like  “light  golden 
blonde”  and  “honey  blonde”.  The 
terms  are  almost  no  help  at  all. 
But  Paula  Young  promises  to 
match  a wig  to  a hair  sample  you 
send  in  with  your  order.  The 
company  also  seems  to  always 
have  a sale  of  some  sort,  so  read 
the  prices  carefully. 

Years  ago  when  I bought 
make-up,  I was  always  con- 
vinced that  the  sales  people  knew 
it  was  for  me.  When  buying 
clothes  (especially  frilly  lingerie) 


or  jewelry  I could  always  pretend 
I was  gift  shopping.  But  make- 
up, as  we  all  know,  is  so  very 
personal  that  no  woman  would 
accept  a gift  of  cosmetics  from  a 
man.  If  you  share  that  fear,  then 
mail  order  cosmetics  buying  is 
for  you.  A company  in  Cleveland 
(Beauty  Boutique,  PO  BOx 
94520,  Cleveland,  OH  44101- 
4520)  specializes  in  brand  name 
cosmetics  at  discount  prices. 
They  can  do  this  because  they  sell 
items  discontinued  by  the  major 
cosmetic  companies.  For  ex- 
ample, L’Oreal  recently  discon- 
tinued a couple  of  my  favorite 
lipstick  shades.  But,  there  they 
were  in  the  next  Beauty  Boutique 
catalog.  Needless  to  say,  I or- 
dered two  of  each  at  considerable 
savings.  Another  example:  the 
current  catalog  lists  an  $11  tube 
of  Germaine  Monteil  mascara  for 
$3.50.  And,  unlike  other  mail 
order  make-up  companies, 
Beauty  Boutique  doesn’t  enroll 
you  in  some  sham  “club  plan”  to 
send  you  monthly  make-up  “gift 
packs”  containing  stuff  you  don’t 
want  at  retail  prices.  You  order 
just  what  you  want.  Also,  there  is 
no  minimum  order.  The  catalog 
also  contains  some  jewelry  and 
some  clothes,  but  I don’t  think 
they  are  worth  describing.  The 
merchandise  is  shipped 
promptly,  but  if  something  you 
order  is  temporarily  out  of  stock 
they  are  nice  enough  to  send  you 
a card  telling  you  so.  I can  offer 
only  one  bit  of  advice.  Because 
the  merchandise  comes  from  dis- 
continued lines,  there  is  no  cer- 
tainty that  what  is  in  one  catalog 
will  be  in  the  next  one.  So,  if  you 
see  something  you  want,  order  it. 
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A sister  with  the  Rainbow 
Gender  Association  in  San  Jose, 
Calif.,  sent  their  “Mail  Order 
Guide”  compiled  by  Wendy  H. 
Reed.  It  lists  dozens  of  firms  in  a 
brief,  quick-reference  manner. 
Write  to  the  association  (P.O. 
Box  700730,  San  Jose,  Calif. 
95170-0730)  and  ask  for  a copy. 
Be  thoughtful  and  enclose  a 
SSAE  ( that’s  a stamped,  self- 
addressed  envelope  for  you  mail 
order  neophytes  and  it  would  be 
nice  to  include  a dollar  for  repro 
& postage- Ed .) 

I had  been  searching  for  years 
for  a size  16  leather  skirt  to  no 
avail  when,  lo  and  behold,  here 
before  my  very  eyes,  was  said 
skirt  available  up  to  size  18!  If 
you’ve  ever  scoured  the  stores  for 
such  an  item  you  know  that  most 
places  only  carry  leather  items  in 
the  “Too  Small  For  Me”  cate- 
gory. So,  where  did  I find  this 
beauty  of  a bargain?  Why  in  the 
Avon  catalog,  my  dears.  Yes,  the 
Avon  catalog,  but  not  the  one 
with  the  cosmetics.  Avon  has 
moved  into  mail  order  clothing 
sales  and  I must  say  I have  been 
pleased.  No,  the  Avon  Lady 
won’t  bring  your  order,  it  arrives 
by  UPS  and  usually  within  a few 
days.  Quality  of  the  merchandise 
is  good  to  very  good  and  the 
prices  are  excellent.  Oddly 
enough,  I have  noted  the  same, 
exact  items  in  both  Sears’  and 
Penney ’s  catalogs,  but  Avon  is 
usually  cheaper,  even  if  only  a 
dollar  or  two.  The  styles  range 
from  trendy  to  classic  and  sizes 
from  junior  to  misses  (almost 
always  up  to  18,  sometimes 
larger).  The  catalog  includes 
shoes  (to  size  10)  and  lingerie,  as 


well.  Returns  are  no  problem  and 
your  charge  card  is  credited 
promptly.  The  address  is  Avon 
Fashions,  Avon  Lane,  Newport 
News,  VA.,  23630. 

For  those  of  us  who  have  a little 
less  to  spend  on  a feminine  ward- 
robe or  need  sizes  large  than  18, 
there  is  a little  known  mail  order 
house  in  Ohio  by  the  name  of 
Anthony  Richards.  This  little 
gem  of  a company  might  just 
have  been  started  to  serve  the 
crossdressing  community.  I’d  be 
willing  to  bet  that  a large  part  of 
their  business  comes  from  sales 
to  TVs.  The  clothing  is  very  prac- 
tical, shirt-waist,  chemises  and 
suits,  made  from  polyester  and 


Avon  has  moved  into 
mail-order  clothing 
sales , and  I must 
say  I am  pleased 


polyester  blends.  The  quality  is 
fair,  but  what  do  you  expect  for  a 
skirt  that  costs  $7!  No,  you  didn’t 
read  that  incorrectly.  Want  a 
black  and  white  houndstooth  knit 
suit,  $24.  Want  a blouse,  $6.  The 
most  expensive  item  in  the  cata- 
log is  $38  for  a two  piece  knit 
ensemble  in  a poly/cotton  blend. 
All  of  the  skirts  have  elasticized 
waists.  See,  no  zippers,  less 
work,  less  materials,  low  price. 
Everything  in  the  catalog  is  avail- 
able in  sizes  up  to  Misses  20 
(sometimes  22)  and  in  Womens 
and  Half-Sizes  (please  stay  away 
from  half  sizes  unless  you’re 
built  like  my  grandmother,  5 foot 
nothin’  and  about  as  wide.)  The 
address  is  Anthony  Richards, 
6836  Engle  Road,  Box  94503, 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  44101.  This  is  a 
division  of  the  same  company 
that  handles  the  discontinued 
cosmetics  that  were  described 
earlier  A similar  discontinued 
cosmetics  catalog  may  be  had 
from  Beautiful  Visions,  810  S. 
Hicksville  Road,  CS  4001, 
Kicksville,  NY,  11802. 

I recently  received  a copy  of  a 
catalog  called  Essence.  It,  too,  is 
aimed  at  the  young  black 
women’s  market.  As  with  Fash- 
ion Fair  the  merchandise  is  very 
elegant.  One  thing  I did  notice 
was  a prediliction  for  three  col- 
ors, bright  yellow,  royal  blue  and 
red.  Prices  ranged  from  moderate 
($40)  to  expensive  ($  1 60  for  a red 
leather  dress  - in  a size  18  even!). 
I think  we  may  have  found  a real 
gold  mine  here.  Essence  is  just 
one  of  the  many  catalogs  avail- 
able from  the  Hanover  group. 

Despite  the  fact  that  my 
mailman  has  several  times  sug- 
gested that  I move  to  a different 
Zip  Code  zone  and  take  my  cata- 
logs with  me,  I am  sure  there  are 
mail  order  companies  I don’t 
know  about.  If  you  have  done 
business  with  a firm  that  provides 
good  merchandise,  reasonable 
prices  and  fast  responsive  serv- 
ice, please  let  us  know  so  we  can 
share  it  with  all.  By  the  same 
token,  if  you  have  been  ripped- 
off,  tell  us  that  too,  and  we  will 
warn  our  sisters  to  save  their 
stamps.  You  can  send  your  con- 
tributions to  me  care  of  Creative 
Design  Services,  Dept  LL,  Box 
1263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406. 

Ms.  Sinclair  is  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Renaissance  Education  Assoc. 
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101 

(Dallas)  - Sopisticated, 
ultra-feminine  lesbian  fox 
seeking  correspondence, 
friendship  and  possible 
relationship  with  intelli- 
gent and  empathetic  GG..  I 
travel  occasionally, 
midwest  and  east  coast.  I 
love  letters  from  all,  and 
promise  my  photo  and 
letter  for  yours  (Debbie). 


102 

(San  Diego)  - I have  been 
a TV  since  my  teens,  when 
I discovered  the  thrill  of 
silks,  satins,  sheer  nylons 
and  spike  heels.  I enjoy 
relaxing  in  sexy  lingerie, 
with  a glass  of  wine  and  a 
good  book.  I like  writing 
about  my  experiences,  both 
real  and  imagined.  I am  a 
corset  devotee,  find  tight- 
lacing  exciting  and  have  a 


strong  interest  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  erotic  aspects 
of  transvestism.  I am  an 
experienced  photographer, 
both  still  and  video.  I am 
always  looking  to  expand 
my  extensive  feminine 
wardrobe  and  exploring 
the  infinite  pleasures  of 
becoming  and  being  a 
woman.  If  you  would  like  to 
share  a part  of  my  life  and 
let  me  share  a part  of  yours, 
either  by  mail  or  in  person, 
please  write  (Bobbi). 


103 

(Long  Beach,  CA)  - 
Crossdresser  with  ultra- 
high  heel  fetish,  loves  to 
correspond  and  exchange 
photos  with  all.  You  will 
always  receive  a prompt 
reply  and  current  photo 
(Vicki). 


104 

(California)  - East  Bay  Bi 
TV  seeks  others  interested 
in  cross-gender  lifestyles, 
photography,  socials  and 
related  topics.  Discretion 
required  and  respected 
(Crystal). 
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105 

(Chicago)  - Married  TV 
with  very  understanding 
wife  wishes  to  correspond 
with  TV’s,  TS’s,  couples 
who  are  into  erotic 
dressing.  Meetings  pos- 
sible. We  enjoy  formal 
dressing;  stylish  gowns 
and  period  costumes.  Very 
discreet.  Please  send 
photo  for  reply. 
(Priscilla) 


106 

(Louisiana)  - Very  clean, 
sexy,  she  male,  wishes  to 
meet  or  write  to  other  sexy 
women,  TS’s  and  passable 
TV’s.  I love  everything 
about  being  a woman. 
(Jayne) 


108 

(San  Jose,  CA  ) - I enjoy 
the  pleasures  of  becoming 
an  attractive  TV  and 
associating  with  nice 
people.  I wish  correspon- 
dence friendships  with 
others.  I love  letters  and 
photos  from  TV’s,  TS’s 
and  warm-hearted  gentle- 
man. 

(Rosa) 


107 

(Illinois)  - Looking  for 
friends  and  assistance  in 
the  exhilarating  world  of 
TVism.  I love  being 
feminine  and  desire 
correspondence  and  pos- 
sible meetings  with  like- 
minded  people.  I need 
discretion,  but  have  no 
preference  as  to  sex,  age 
or  race.  Please  send  photo. 
I’m  interested  in  expand- 
ing my  feminine  horizons. 
(Laura) 
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TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

A personal  ad,  with  or  without  photo,  costs  $10  and  is  good  for  one  year  (4  issues). 
Everyone  is  welcome  to  advertise,  providing  you  . . . 

* Keep  text  brief,  decent,  and  to  the  point  (print  or  type,  please). 

* Do  not  send  nude  or  otherwise  indecent  photos.  An  attractive,  well- 
dressed  pose  is  best  (no  polaroids,  please). 

* Release  all  photos  with  signature  and  date. 

* Enclose  your  complete  name  and  address  so  that  we  can  promptly 
and  accurately  forward  your  correspondence. 

* Enclose  cash,  check  or  money  order  for  $10  to:  Creative  Design 
Services,  Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406. 


TO  ANSWER  AN  AD 

A fee  of  $1.00  is  required  for  each  (2)  letters  you  wish  to  forward.  This  dollar  will 
forward  1 or  2 letters.  Each  additional  (2)  letters  requires  another  $1.00.  To 
respond: 

* Enclose  your  letter,  photos,  etc.  in  an  UNSEALED  envelope. 

* On  this  envelope  write  (in  pencil)  the  correspondence  number  of  the 
person  you  wish  to  write  to.  Also  include  your  return  address. 

* Place  this  envelope,  along  with  appropriate  loose  postage  and 
appropriate  forwarding  fee,  inside  another  envelope  addressed  to: 
Creative  Design  Services,  P.O.  Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA 
19406. 


Be  advised  that  all  U.S.  Postal  regulations  regarding  decency  will  be  strictly 
adhered  to  in  the  forwarding  process.  We  retain  the  right  to  evaluate  photos  and 
reject  any  which  are  deemed  to  be  indecent. 
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B.R.  CREATIONS 

Custom-made  corsets  of  sotin,  1 00%  cotton,  cotton  polyester,  brocade, 
leather  and  metallic  leather.  Seven  picture,  color  brochure  uuith 
separate  order  form. 

Corset  Newsletter  in  its  fifth  year.  Subjects  covered  are  history,  book 
reviews,  dress  patterns  available  for  wearing  with  corsets,  corsets  in 
movies,  waist  reduction  by  corsetting,  museum  displays  and  current 
corset  events. 

Brochure  and  sample  newsletter  for  $6.00  in  the  USB,  $7.00  overseas. 

B.R.  CREATIONS 
Box  4201 

Mountain  View,  CA  94040  USA 
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WOULD  YOU  LIKE  YOUR  COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISEMENT, 
FOR  BUSINESS  OR  SERVICES,  PLACED  HERE? 


LadyLike  Magazine  is  distributed  not  only  nationally,  but  internationally,  both  newsstand  and 
direct  mail.  And  with  a larger-than-normal  print  run  for  comparable  publications,  LadyLike  can 
deliver  your  advertisement  directly  to  a target  market  numbering  in  the  thousands!  If  you  would  like 
more  information  on  the  possibilities  of  commercial  advertising  within  the  pages  of  Lady  Like,  direct 
your  inquiries  to: 


CREATIVE  DESIGN  SERVICES 
P.O.  Box  1263 
King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406 

We  will  be  pleased  to  send  you  costs  and  complete  demigraphics  on  how  you  can  benefit  by  advertising 
in  LadyLike! 


WOMENS'  FASHIONS  FOR  MEN 

Send  $5.95  For  Your  Open  10:30  cun.  to  2:30  p.m. 
Catalog  TODAY  Sundays 

22968  Victory  Blvd.,  Suite  196 
Woodland  Hills,  CA  91367 


(818)  710-8539 
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FETISH  DRESSING 

cases,  some  of  the  things  we  wear  do  more  than  just  drape  the  form.  They  turn  us  on! 


Comment  / by  Veronica  Anderson 


Come  on  now  girls,  ’fess  up! 
Crossdressing  to  most  of  us 
means  a little  bit  more  than 
just  donning  a polyester  shirt 
dress  (the  female  equivalent  to 
a leisure  suit)  and  some 
sensible  shoes.  I,  for  one,  love  to 
dress  just  as  sexy  as  I can, 
emphasizing  those  things 
associated  with  femininity.  But 
even  more,  I like  to  indulge  a 
few  fetishes  that  I have  . . . and 
more  than  likely  share  with  the 
rest  of  you. 

When  I use  the  term  “fetish” 
I don’t  necessarily  mean  I 
worship  dirty  panties  or  prance 
around  in  my  “Kitten  With  a 
Whip”  outfit.  I dress  with  a lot 
of  style  and  a lot  of  fashion 
sense,  but  I do  not  intend  to 
impersonate  Nancy  Reagan, 
with  her  smart  and  tidy  little 
wool  suits!  There  are  definitely 
some  styles  and  materials  that 
sexually  excite  me,  like  leather, 
lace,  staggering  heels  and  a 
good  hot  pair  of  thigh  high 
hooker  boots!  If  you  can't  wear 
at  least  some  of  the  things  that 
turn  you  on,  why  bother  with 
any  of  it? 

Unquestionably  the  two  most 
prevalent  fetishes  among 
crossdressers  are  super  high 
heels  and  gigantic  bazongas. 
Personally,  my  heels  can 
NEVER  be  high  enough,  but 
the  dirigible  look  that  some 
sisters  affect,  with  their 
industrial-strength  bra  sizes, 
can  sometimes  get  to  be  a joke! 

I mean,  I’m  certainly  not  into 
an  A cup,  but  if  you  ask  me,  a 
pair  of  Hindenbergs  right  under 
your  blouse  is  a bit  much!  High 
heels,  on  the  other  hand  (or 
foot),  are  probably  the  number 
one  fetish  attraction  to  all  of  us. 


After  all,  as  a man,  high  heels 
drive  us  nuts.  So  why  not  as  a 
woman!  If  the  Garden  of  Eden 
didn’t  have  Adam  do  you  think 
Eve  would  be  tripping  around 
the  flora  and  fauna  in  six  inch 
stilettos  just  to  impress  the 
serpent? 

Nearly  anything  can  be  of 
fetishistic  interest,  according  to 
Webster’s,  but  those  things 
which  appeal  to  TV’s  are 
usually  a bit  more  targeted. 
Anatomically;  a voluptuous 
bosom,  a pert  bottom,  long 
talon  nails,  dainty  feet  and 
flowing,  showgirl  hair  are 
usually  of  interest.  Regarding 
fashion  fetishes,  high  heels  are 
definitely  the  biggest  attrac- 
tion, but  the  clothes  that  turn 


Miss  Bazooka  Boobs! 


Lee  Posing  With  Some 
Of  Her  Heels! 


us  on  can  include  sexy  satin, 
lace,  the  soft,  sensual  feel  of  kid 
gloves,  tight,  tough,  dominant 
leather,  naughty  little  garter 
belts,  wickedly-sheer  stockings, 
rubber,  vinyl  and  high,  sexy 
boots  that  were  made  not  only 
for  walking,  but  a few  other 
things  which  I’m  too  much  a 
lady  to  mention!  Face  it!  At 
least  some  of  these  things  are 
exciting  to  all  of  us!  I wouldn’t 
be  surprised  if  I’ve  left  out  one 
or  two  things  that  some  sisters 
consider  to  be  the  fetishistic 
“cat’s  meow”  but  our  beloved 
editor,  JoAnn,  the  all-seeing, 
all-knowing  top  tootsie  only 
gave  me  two  pages  to  define 
something  within  us  all  that  we 
may  at  times  suppress  in  order 
to  be  more  passable.  It  is  by  no 
means  strange  to  have  a fetish 
for  high  heels  or  skin  tight 
leather.  Fetish  is  not  a bad 
word,  just  misunderstood. 

I have  several  fetish  inter- 
ests. As  I said  before,  high 
heels  are  sort  of  a permanent 
fixture  in  my  closet.  I wouldn’t 
be  caught  dead  in  flats!  The 
feeling  when  I slip  on  those 
towering  heels  is  incredible. 
Walking  is  a delight.  I also  am 
very  turned  on  by  leather, 
which  does  not  automatically 
mean  I want  to  crack  a whip! 
I’m  simply  hypnotized  by  the 
sight,  feel  and  smell  of  this 
wonderful  material.  One  of  my 
better  friends  (a  sister)  shares 


Monique  Both  Wears  & 
Worships  High  Heels! 


my  fetish  for  high  heels  and 
she  has  a particular  passion  for 
boots  too.  She  wears  the  wildest 
crotch-high  hooker  boots  you’ve 
ever  seen,  and  they  look 
dynamite!  She  certainly  doesn’t 
wear  them  out  when  she  goes 
shopping  at  the  neighborhood 
mall,  but  she  loves  wearing 
them  at  home  or  for  a special 
function. 

Which  brings  me  to  the 
subject  of  where-to-wear  those 
favorite  fetish  fashions  of  ours. 
Certainly  bazooka  boobs  and 
your  best  S&M  booties  with  the 
acrophobic  heels  would  attract 
some  “possibly”  unwanted 
attention  when  you’re  out  in  the 
mainstream,  intent  on  passing. 
Even  GG’s  dressed  like  this  are 
going  to  get  a doubletake  from 
everybody!  You’re  much  better 
off  dressing  appropriate  to  the 
occasion.  A little  common  sense 
goes  a long  way.  That  is  . . . 
unless  you  LIKE  ending  up  in 
the  local  precinct  house  looking 
like  Madame  de  Sade!  Keep 
your  wilder  passion  fashions 
for  those  occasions  when  it 
doesn’t  matter  as  much  if  your 
skirt  isn’t  smooth  in  front!  Of 
course  how  you  dress  at  home  is 
really  carte  blanche.  Go  for  it! 


Danielle  and  Florence 
Love  The  Feel  Of  Thigh 
Boots  On  Their  Silky 
Legs! 


Crystal  In  Luxurious 
Latex! 


You  can  also  tart  up  in  your 
best  fetish  rags  for  special  TV 
functions  where  those  around 
you  are  appreciative.  And  of 
course  every  big  city  has  its 
impersonation  clubs  or  TV  bars 
where  those  you  encounter  will 
just  think  you’re  cheeky  . . . 
rather  than  freaky! 

I guess  what  I’m  trying  to 
say  is  that  we  shouldn’t  deny 
the  male  fetish  interest  within 
us,  if  we  have  it.  If  you  get  off 
on  “fuck  me”  pumps  with  six 
inch  heels  then  wear  them! 
Enjoy!  You  won’t  have  half  as 
much  fun  in  espadrilles!  BH 
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MIRAGE 
BREAST  FORMS 

HELP  YOU  TO 

“Be  All  You  Want  To  Be” 

Imagine  A Breast  Form  that  attaches  to  your  body  so  that  they 
not  only  look  and  feel  natural  but  you  can  also  wear  them 
braless. 

We  also  have  wigs,  lingerie  and  most  products  and  services  at 
reasonable  prices  to  help  you  feel  complete. 

Finally  a company  with  an  established  reputation  for  prompt 
service  and  a reliable  owner  you  can  count  on. 

For  more  information:  Please  send  $2.00  to  cover  postage  and  handling  to: 
Mirage  Box  6678-R,  Glendale,  CA  91205 


VERSATILE’S  NEW  FASHIONS  ARE  HOT!  HOT!  HOT! 


WITH  OUR  TWO  NEW  CATALOGUES! 


Featuring  dozens  and  dozens  of  HOT  items! 
Maids  outfits,  petticoats,  the  wench’s  dress, 
corsets,  mini  skirts,  “Sweet  Gwendoline”  skirts, 
high  heels,  stockings,  rubber  dresses-stockings- 
gloves,  PVC  leotards,  studded  leotards,  TV 
blouses,  PVC  and  lace,  satins  and  lace! 

STAGEDOOR $17.00  (postpaid) 

NAUGHTY-N-NICE $ 6.00  (postpaid) 


MAIL  TO:  VERSATILE  FASHIONS 
P/O  Box  1051 
Tustin,  CA  92681 

Phone  Orders:  (714)  534-1490  MC/VISA 


A trio  of  trashy  ladies 


‘Paradise  In  Pfie 


Pocono  Preview 


What  happens  when  a group  of  60  TV s and  TS  s get 
together  at  a Pocono  mountain  resort  for  an  extended 
weekend?  Fun,  pure  fun  as  you  can  see  in  the  accom- 
panying photos. 

The  “Paradise”  weekend  starts  on  a Thursday 
afternoon  with  an  outdoor  Bar-B-Q  by  the  pool  so 
that  everyone  can  get  acquainted  with  one  another. 
That  night,  a dance  party  caps  the  evening. 

Friday  starts  with  a “bring-your-old-stuff  ’ Tag 
Sale  to  get  things  moving  and  some  real  bargains  are 
available.  Items  for  sale  include  wigs,  shoes,  dresses, 
skirts,  blouses,  sweaters,  books,  magazines,  videos 
and  just  about  anything  else  you  can  imagine. 

Friday  night’s  activities  are  centered  around  a 
FRITE  NITE  costume  party  and  some  of  the  cos- 
tumes are  pretty  wild.  Prizes  are  awarded  by  the  staff 
for  best  costume  in  a number  of  categories. 

At  midnight  there  is  a snack  and  a special  viewing 
of  a cult-movie  classic.  You  never  know  what  movie 
it  will  be  next.  Maybe  Glen  or  Glenda? 

A special  competition  is  held  for  the  Princess  of 
the  Poconos  and  her  Court.  Five  guests  are  chosen  by 
the  other  participants  and  the  staff  to  reign  until  the 
next  Pocono  gathering.  The  judging  for  the  Princess 
contest  goes  on  all  weekend  and  culminates  on 
Saturday  night  with  the  announcement  of  the  win- 
ners. The  final  event,  before  the  selection,  is  the 
Pocono  Promenade,  where  each  guest  has  the  oppor- 
tunity to  show  off  her  fanciest  party  dress. 

The  highlight  of  the  last  evening  is  the  Phantasie 
Pholliez  Talent  Show.  Here,  the  girls  get  to  live  out 
their  fantasies  about  being  in  show  business.  Some 
are  very  ggod,  some  are  not  so  good,  but  everybody 
has  lots  of  fun. 

Paradise  in  the  Poconos  is  an  event  for  the  novice 
as  well  as  the  accomplished  crossdresser.  Special 
services,  such  as  makeup  training  and  hair  stryling 
are  available.  It  is  a place  to  make  new  friends.  It  is 
a place  to  leam  more  about  yourself  and  your  sisters. 

The  Pocono  weekend  is  held  twice  a year,  in  May 
and  September.  If  you  are  interested  in  attending  the 
next  weekend  see  the  ad  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

“It’s  cheaper  than  a shrink!,”  quotes  Madam-X. 
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A typical  Madam-X  costume 


Joanne  is  confident  of  a prize 


sm 


Kelly  is  magnificent  in  her  gown 


Denise  Mason  - in  her  finest  trash 
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Morgan  as  the  incomparable  Ann-Margaret 


Paula  tries  for  a Court  position 


Samantha  in  her  leathers 


Michelle  seems  surprised 


Rita-chatting  over  drinks 


PUBLISHER’S  COMMENT 


Dear  Friends: 

Once  again,  welcome  to  the  pages  of  LadyLike!  In  this,  our  second  issue,  we  have 
been  pleased  to  bring  you  an  even  greater  array  of  exciting  and  informative  photo 
features  and  articles!  We  woidd  like  to  thank  you  all  for  being  so  supportive  and 
enthusiastic  about  our  Premiere  Issue.  It  quite  literally  SOLD  OUT  on  the 
newsstands!  We  couldn’t  be  more  pleased!  And  your  comments  and  criticisms  were 
wonderful!  We  are  flattered  by  the  praise,  and  at  the  same  tune  we’re  busy  noting  many 
reader’s  comments  on  how  to  improve  certain  points  to  the  magazine.  Some  of  these 
criticisms  shall  help  LadyLike  to  better  itself  with  subsequent  issues.  Most 
importantly,  we  are  very,  very  happy  to  see  the  positive  response  to  a publication  that 
took  a risk!  Ilie  risk  was  to  produce  a “clean”  and  “tasteful”  magazine,  full  of  honest, 
self-help  information  and  entertainment  value.  Considering  the  state  ofTY  magazines 
these  days,  most  of  which  let  just  about  eve  rything  hang  out,  it  was  indeed  a risk  to  go 
against  the  grain  and  present  non-sexual  material.  But  your  overwhelming  response 
made  the  risk  worthwhile!  Thank  you  again.  You  can  be  sure  that  LadyLike  shall 
maintain  high  standards  with  regard  to  its  content  and  subject  matter.  We  are  all  for 
frisky  fun,  but  not  at  the  expense  of  decency.  We’re  pleased  to  know  you  agree! 

In  this  second  issue  of  LadyLike  we’ve  been  proud  to  feature  even  more  information- 
oriented  material.  J.L.  White  presented  her  first  piece,  “Grace  & Sty  le,”  which  should 
indeed  help  us  all  to  be  more  “LadyLike.”  Our  Editor,  JoAnn  Roberts,  continued,  and 
expanded  on,  her  already  successful  “Girl  Talk”  column.  She  just  loves  giving  out 
advice!  Paula  Sinclaire  wrote  a tremendously  helpful  article  on  “Catalogue  Shopping” 
and  our  “Resources”  list  was  trimmed  here,  and  expanded  there,  to  offer  as  much  up- 
to-the-minute  information  as  possible.  If  you  have  any  information  or  suggestions  for 
our  resource  list,  do  drop  a line!  Also  included  in  this  issue  was  a greatly- expanded 
“Mirror  Mirror”  section,  thanks  to  your  generous  personal  photo  contributions  (keep 
’em  coming4  and  the  next  in  our  series  of  personal  “Profile”  features,  in  this  case  Ms. 
Debbie  Brooks  of  Texas!  As  you  can  see,  the  entertainment  facet  of  LadyLike  won’t 
play  second  fiddle  to  informative  reporting!  They  shall  both  continue  to  fight  for  your 
attention! 

I’d  like  to  once  again  thank  you  all  for  your  enthusiasm  towards  LadyLike  and  I urge 
you  all  to  participate  with  photo,  letter  and  article  submissions. 


Sincerely, 

The  Publishing  Staff 
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